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A Disobedient act

Head faculty
lament trustees’
funding proposal

Ex-state department
employee speaks out
about government
inefficiencies, saying
Though details aren’t yet fleshed out,
America ‘failed’ in
Iraq war efforts
department chairs worry about impact
By Beth Kevit
News Editor

The University of Maine System’s board of trustees’ intention
to explore performance-based
funding models for the system’s
seven universities has department
heads at the University of Maine
worried.
The trustees decided at their
January meeting to issue a request
for qualifications to find consultants to develop the model, but as
of yet, trustees don’t know what
criteria would be used to evaluate
programs’ performance or how
funding could be reallocated.
Despite that uncertainty, some
UMaine department heads are apprehensive of the idea and what it
may mean for them.
‘It could just kill us’
“We’re down to the marrow,”
said Jane Smith, chair of the Department of Modern Languages
and Classics. “Depending on how
this is formulated, it could just kill
us. That’s my fear.”
And the heads of the philoso-

phy, history and women’s studies
departments, as well as the dean
of the College of Engineering,
echoed Smith’s fear.
They worry that their departments will be pitted against others
on campus, and with different departments come different priorities that may not mesh well with
stringent criteria. They say their
programs offer students opportunities to learn things difficult to
evaluate.
“A concern might be if they
tried to pigeonhole each of the
campuses in a particular niche and
this becomes the STEM campus,”
Smith said, referring to initiatives
for promoting education in science, technology, engineering and
math that have recently taken root
across the country.
A main concern for Smith is
that the intangible benefits from
studying foreign languages are
difficult to quantify. She worries that criteria for performance
would deal heavily with retention
and graduation rates and overlook
gradual developments that stuSee Funding on A4
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Peter Van Buren (left) spoke at the University of Maine about his new book, which details how he feels
the United States government failed in its humanitarian missions in Iraq.

By Anne Chase

For The Maine Campus
When Peter Van Buren traveled to the University of Maine
to give a lecture on the War in
Iraq on Monday, he knew he was
breaking the law.
And when he stood before the
crowd that had gathered in room
107 in the Donald P. Corbett Business Building, he knew what he
was about to say could land him in
hot water with the U.S. State De-

partment. So the School of Policy
and International Affairs’ spring
lecture series began with an act of
defiance.
“I am actually standing here
committing an act of civil disobedience, conscience or a crime,”
Van Buren said.
He came to talk about his book,
“We Meant Well: How I Helped
Lose the Battle for the Hearts
and Minds of the Iraqi People,”
which, as a 23-year veteran of the
Department of State, he had been

banned from discussing in public.
Van Buren’s book examines the
shortcomings of the State Department and its reconstruction efforts
in Iraq.
The first indication that his
book would cause problems came
after a post from Van Buren’s
blog, which he was using to promote his book, was picked up by
The Huffington Post. The blog
post questioned the purpose of the
United States Embassy in Baghdad, which is the largest embassy

in the world with nearly 16,000
staff members, most of whom are
contractors.
Van Buren was scolded by his
boss but was otherwise unpunished.
The New York Times reported
on Wednesday that the U.S. embassy in Baghdad’s presence in
Iraq stands to be decreased by at
least half.
See Iraq on A4

Stretch of Stillwater Ave.
slated for sewer soup-up
Project to cost $1 million; construction to last summer
adding curbing and completely reworking all the
drainage.”
On Jan. 19, the Old Town City Council apOld Town has finalized plans and secured proved the $825,000 necessary to make adjustfunding to move forth with a lengthy construction ments to its waste water treatment plant and bring
project that will overhaul the one-mile stretch of the aging components there up to date.
“It’s a significant rebuild,” Rouleau said. “But
Stillwater Avenue extending from McDonald’s to
we’re going to be greatly improving the quality,
the Old Town Elementary School.
The project is a joint venture between the functionality and longevity of the drainage sysMaine Department of Transportation (MDOT) tem, which has really been our primary concern.”
A third party will be contracted to underand the Old Town Public Works Department,
which will primarily oversee a complete recon- take installation of new drainage. Rouleau said
struction of the aging sewer lines buried beneath the public works department has largely aided
that stretch of Stillwater Avenue, according to Old MDOT and other agencies involved in the design
of the new roadway and drainage by offering local
Town City Manager William Mayo.
John Rouleau, director of the Old Town Pub- knowledge and addressing “big concerns.”
“Those lines
lic Works Departout there are old
ment, said recon“It’s significant because you’re dealing
the pump stastruction efforts
with some very old pipes and the concrete and
tions are old. This
will take place in
that supports them under the road.”
is long overdue,”
three phases, the
Mayo said, referfirst of which will
begin in early May
John Rouleau ring to the drainage system.
and last through
Director
Rouleau said
the summer.
Old Town Public Works Department the project “came
He said phase
to
fruition”
one will consist of
overhauling the stretch of road beginning in front through a number of requests made by various
of McDonald’s and will be complete when con- agencies in Old Town, as well as others like the
struction crews add new sidewalks, build a more Bangor Area Comprehensive Transportation Sysexpansive shared left turning lane, reconstruct tem, which manages the public transit system in
housing culverts for new sewer drainage and wid- the area.
Engineering on the project began nearly two
en the entrance to the Lawndale Cemetery nearly
years ago, according to Mayo, and a number of
three-quarters of a mile away.
In all, the project is estimated to cost around surveys have shown an abnormal amount of mo$1.1 million, and it is yet unknown when all three tor vehicle accidents on the stretch of Stillwater
phases will be complete, as only the first phase has Avenue slated to be overhauled.
It’s unclear how the project will affect traffic
been funded by the state. Old Town will shoulder
a lower portion of the costs and mainly pay for over the summer, but Rouleau predicted the redereconstructing the sewer drainage system beneath sign will help prevent accidents and ease strains
on traffic flow, especially near the intersection at
the road.
“It’s not really that big of a project, but it’s sig- McDonald’s.
Old Town officials have also made a request
nificant because you’re dealing with some very
old pipes and the concrete that supports them un- to MDOT to expand the project further and add a
der the road,” Rouleau said. “Not only that, but fourth phase that would extend repairs for a halfyou’re overhauling the road at the same time, mile past the elementary school to Abbott Street.

By Jamison Cocklin
State Editor

Paul Perkins • Photojournalist

Michael Goss (left), a second-year mechanical engineering student, and James Arcaro, a fifth-year mechanical engineering student (middle), listen to professor emeritus Richard Hill explain heat management on a guided tour of the University of Maine “energy house” on College Avenue.

UM energy house deemed
an ‘absurd’ experiment
By Chris Chase
Staff Reporter

University of Maine students took an in-depth tour of
an energy efficient house on
Wednesday.
The tour, given by professor emeritus Richard C. Hill,
highlighted several technologies that were installed to facilitate more efficient heating.
The “energy house,” located at 491 College Ave, was
a project built in response to
rising energy costs. Hill, who
first started with the university in 1946, proposed the
home be built in conjunction
with the university to explore
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energy efficiency.
However, despite his role
in building and designing the
house, Hill says the experiment has failed.
“To build a building this
way and tout it as an energy
efficient building is simply
absurd,” Hill said. “It was
supposedly a demonstration building. It turned into a
‘don’t try this’ building.”
The house features passive
solar collection, active solar
collection, a “rock bed” system for energy regulation and
an abundance of insulation.
Wood stoves are also tested
against more innovative heating methods throughout the

house.
The project, according to
Hill, has shown that many of
the technologies, while sound
ideas, aren’t cost effective
enough to justify their use. In
addition, the building itself
was built in such a way that it
failed to live up to the expectations of an energy efficient
house.
“They hired an idiot for an
architect,” Hill said. “I mean,
will you look at this building?
To think about energy efficiency, this is a juxtaposition
of incongruities. I mean this is
crazy.”
See Energy on A3
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Police
Beat

at 6:45 p.m. Feb. 3. An XM
Satellite radio receiver worth
an estimated $200 was stolen from a locked white 2005
Chevy truck left in the Hilltop parking lot. There was no
damage to the vehicle.

The best from
UMaine’s finest

By Beth Kevit
News Editor

From light-up to lock-up
The University of Maine
Police Department received a
report of the odor of marijuana coming from a third-floor
room in Somerset Hall at
11:14 p.m. Feb. 7. An officer
located the room and reported finding Thomas Powers,
20, inside. Police said Powers was suspected to be in
violation of prior bail conditions and was brought back to
UMPD for urinalysis, which
showed that he tested positive for marijuana use. Powers was arrested for violation
of bail conditions and transported to Penobscot County

Jail in Bangor. He has since
been released on bail.
Halted malt
UMPD received a report of
noise and suspected underage
drinking in a first-floor room
in Kennebec Hall at 11:10
p.m. Feb. 4. Brian O’Leary,
19, was found in the room.
O’Leary was summonsed for
possession of alcohol by a
minor and referred to Judicial
Affairs. One 12-ounce container of Pabst Blue Ribbon
beer and two open cans of
beer were confiscated.
XM escape
UMPD received a report of
a burglary to a motor vehicle

Pass trespass
UMPD received a report
of a burglary to a motor vehicle at 12:46 p.m. Feb. 2. A
resident parking permit was
stolen from a Chevy Aveo
left in the Hilltop parking lot.
The permit will cost $25 to
replace.
Valueless velocipede
UMPD received a report
of a theft at 2:17 p.m. Feb. 3.
A silver bicycle left locked to
the bicycle rack outside Knox
Hall was taken between Dec.
1 and Feb. 3. The lock was
not left behind. No value was
reported.
Suds for seven
UMPD received a report
of underage drinking in a
first-floor room in Kennebec
Hall at 12:30 a.m. Feb. 4. An

officer reported finding seven
individuals in the room, who
were all cooperative and admitted to drinking. One 21year-old male, four 19-yearold males and two 19-year-old
females were referred to Judicial Affairs for either furnishing alcohol to minors or
illegal possession of alcohol
by a minor. A mostly empty
bottle of ROKK vodka was
confiscated.
Bacardi breakdown
UMPD received a report of
an intoxicated, underage male
in a third-floor hallway in
Somerset Hall at 10:56 p.m.
Feb. 2. An officer located the
individual, who said he had
consumed five shots of Bacardi rum. He was referred to
Judicial Affairs.
Rumming a risk
A UMPD officer on patrol
on the second floor of York
Hall at 9:47 p.m. Feb. 3 came
across a 20-year-old male
holding a bottle of rum. He
was referred to Judicial Affairs.

Bonfire

Christie Edwards • The Maine Campus

Left: Tau Kappa Epsilon brother Alex Richardson tends to a bonfire outside of TKE
Wednesday evening.
Right: Fraternity brother Joe Coppens feeds the fire on Wednesday night.

Got a love you can’t quell?
A lust burning like hell?
No need to fret.
Send a note to your pet and
to your best friend as well.
The Maine Campus, is accepting
Valentine’s Day personal ads from now
until 8 p.m. Feb. 11 and will run them
in the Feb. 13 print edition for all the
world to see.

Use this opportunity
to express your like or love.
It also could work as a
creative break-up technique.
Submissions are limited
to 30 words or less.
Send your submissions to
eic@mainecampus.com. We reserve the
right to leave out submissions based on
lack of space or decency.

Class of 2012’s
blueberry garden
gains GSS funds
By Brittany Toth
Local Editor

The class of 2012 received
just under $2,000 from the
University of Maine Student
Government General Student
Senate on Tuesday night for
their class gift, a blueberry
garden.
Class president Nate Wildes
said the class wants to contribute something of lasting value
to the campus that would remain after graduation.
“The best way we thought
we could do that was to give
something to the university
that would enhance campus
life and be something that
would be around for a very
long time but also be sustainable,” he said.
Wildes said the class of 2012
didn’t want to give something
like a stone with a plaque for a
gift, but instead something that
would benefit an area of campus needing improvement.
The class council has developed a garden containing both
high- and low-bush blueberry
plants as a physical representation of a new scholarship.
“What we have done is
identified a student in our
class, Zachary Campbell, a
landscape design major, who
has worked with us to design
the plan,” Wildes said, adding
that Campbell’s help has saved
the class over $16,000 in design fees.
Wildes said the lack of
blueberries on campus was
troublesome to members of
the class council due to the
role the fruit plays in Maine’s
economy. The low-bush plant
is the official Maine blueberry
plant; however, the high-bush
is capable of being better arranged aesthetically.
The $1,985 requested was
reduced from the estimated $5,000 request the class
brought to the Executive Budgetary Committee. Wildes said
the money will be used to purchase crushed stone, sod and
loam to build a pathway in the
garden.
The total value of the project, according to Wildes,
would be between $30,000
and $45,000 if the university
were to purchase all the materials and hire a landscaping
company. Wildes said the class
of 2012 was going to do it for
under $15,000.
“To date we have saved
$4,500 in cost. We have been
given lots of materials at cost
or highly discounted rates,”
he said. “The money we have
requested from you is not because we haven’t done any
fundraising.”
Wildes explained that a
lot of the project is based off
crowdsourcing. They have
worked with material sourcing companies, green houses,
hard landscape suppliers, class
council connections and other
members of the class to find
the cheapest materials and
costs.

Assistance from campus
facilities will save approximately $6,000 in labor costs.
Wildes said Facilities Management has already budgeted this
project into their costs.
According to Wildes, the
class gift will be completed by
graduation weekend. The garden will be planted between
the New Balance Student Recreation Center and the Bridge
Tennis Courts.
“The minor weather issue is
that the ground is apt to be too
cold to put the bushes in and
expect them to survive till the
summer,” Wildes explained.
“We’ll have everything done
and keep the plants in a greenhouse, take them out and put
them where they’re supposed
to be for graduation so everyone can see.”
This was the first time Student Government had ever allocated money to a class council. Until last spring, when
GSS chose to recognize class
councils, they were affiliated
with the Alumni Association.
GSS also allocated $1,440
to help fund the Animation
Club’s trip to Anime Boston,
an three-day Japanese animation convention that includes
a masquerade, an anime music
video contest, an artists’ alley
and art show, and video programming rooms.
Curtis Porter, the club’s
president, explained that he
is trying to make this a yearly
event.
“We’ve gone from 14 people [last year] all the way up to
32 people, which is more than
what our club had,” he said.
GSS also passed a resolution to increase the cumulative
GPA required to join GSS from
2.0 to 2.5. The new GPA standards will take effect in the fall
of 2012.
Although some senators
felt the increase may cause interested students to be unable
to join, Student Body President Anthony Ortiz, Sen. Sam
Helmke and Sen. Ryan Hall
said the requirement would
better the senate.
“Just because you don’t
have the GPA to become a senator does in no way mean that
your voice cannot be heard,”
Ortiz said. “The job of senators is to represent every student on campus regardless of
their GPA.”
Ortiz said the leaders of the
campus should be held to a
higher academic standard.
“When you come to school,
objective one is to get an education for the future,” he said.
“I think a 2.5 is a pretty good
number to ensure that people
underneath [a 2.5 cumulative
GPA] focus on what they pay
to go here for.”
Helmke said he wanted GSS
to be exclusive.
“I want this body to be the
cream of the crop. If you don’t
have pride in yourself to try
and aim high and get a good
GPA, then you don’t belong
here anyway,” he said.
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Enter the
energy House
Designer denounces
UM structure built
to showcase sustainability

Paul Perkins • Photojournalist

University of Maine students and nonstudent tour participants follow professor emeritus Richard Hill on a guided tour through the UMaine “energy house.” In the tour, Hill shared his knowledge on heat and
energy conservation.

Energy
from A1

The only option for using the building is renting it
to residents, as regulations
would require drastic changes
to furnishings and design. The
large open nature has also
made it inefficient, according
to Hill, due to the high energy
needed to heat a large building for only a small amount of
people that could potentially
live there.
The building is heated by
multiple sources. Large solar

collectors gather heat from
the sun. Water from a 200-gallon tank is pumped through
either the solar collectors or
a gas-powered heater in order
to generate radiant heat in the
pipes below the floors of each
room.
Additionally, a large bank
of windows allows the sun’s
light to easily pass into each
room, where underneath the
floors a layer of fist-sized
rocks, known as rock bed, are
located. This rock bed stores
heat, which is redistributed by
a fan throughout the house.
The problem with the ener-

gy efficiency comes from the
fan used to circulate the heat.
Hill’s house next door is
a more rational take on energy efficiency. His hot waterheater is a device known as
a “heat pump,” which works
differently from a conventional water heaters. Most water
heaters heat the water directly,
whereas a heat-pump move
heat from one area to another.
This is much more efficient, as Hill’s water heater
has shown. The heater’s cost
is almost a third of the cost
to run a traditional hot water
heater.

“It has more than paid for
itself,” Hill said.
In addition to the heat
pump, Hill has created a large
brick wood-stove that burns
both cleanly and efficiently.
The stove, designed by Hill,
allows for almost complete
combustion of the wood and
requires very little maintenance or effort to run.
“You only need to fire it
once a day,” he said.
The stove also benefits from
having “no thermal couple to
the outdoors.” This means that
the heat will stay in the building and will not vanish up the

chimney, unlike a traditional
fireplace.
“The idea that some geewhiz technology is going to
come along and save us is
wrong,” Hill said.
For him, living in smaller houses and larger groups
would improve energy efficiency more than any technology could.
According to Hill, data has
shown that doubling the number of residents only increases
energy costs by
40 percent, showing that
more people in fewer homes
means reduced costs overall.

“The secret to making a
house energy efficient isn’t
finding a new technology,” he
said. “It’s figuring out how to
cram as many people as you
can into a small space, comfortably.”
Even with all the serious
talk on energy efficiency, the
92-year-old still has a sense of
humor.
“I hope you learned something,” Hill said at the conclusion of the tour as he began
to kindle a fire in his stove.
“Now, while everybody is
here, let’s set the chimney on
fire.”
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Iraq

from A1
Almost immediately after the
book was published, Van Buren
lost his security clearance for exercising what the State Department deemed poor judgment.
Not long after the book was
published, Van Buren posted a
link to Wikileaks on his blog. Van
Buren then lost access to State
Department computers, buildings
and his passport, and was told he
could be tried under the Espionage Act.
According to Van Buren, the
government is committed to secrecy and will use intimidation to
protect those secrets.
“The easiest book to stop is the
one that is never written,” he said.
“The easiest voice to silence is the
one that is never raised.”
The State Department has
procedures that must be followed
should an employee want to publish a manuscript. To ensure that
an employee isn’t accidentally
divulging state secrets, the manuscript must be made available for
examination by higher-ranking
employees for up to 30 days.
After electronically submitting
his manuscript, Van Buren waited
30 days for approval or denial. He
did not hear from the department
and waited an additional 15 days
in case there was a complication
caused by federal holidays or
weekends.
It was discovered that the department misplaced the manuscript, and since the time for
review had expired, Van Buren
submitted the book to his publisher.
Whistle-blowing, according to
Van Buren, could spell the end of
a career with the government.
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University of Maine Briefs

Maine studies awards
The Maine Studies program is offering two student awards funded by the
University of Maine Foundation. The
$250 awards are available to one undergraduate and one graduate student in
recognition of Maine-related research.
Those who wish to submit projects
should send them to the Maine Studies
Awards Committee, 323 Chadbourne
“It shouldn’t be an act of courage, but it is,” he said.
He has been placed on paid
administrative leave and was told
that he would not be able to extend his job come September.
“For most of my career in the
State Department I have been
very happy. I’m not a disgruntled
employee. I’m very gruntled,”
Van Buren said, adding that he
had not wanted to stop working
for the Department of State.
“Are we going to end up
on some government list if we
buy your book?” Codi Booher,
a fourth-year anthropology and
women’s studies student, asked
jokingly during a Q-and-A session
after the lecture.
“I learned a lot,” she said later.
“I’ll probably buy the book and
read it.”
The chapter “Spooky Dinner” is one of the more humorous
chapters in the book, according to
Van Buren. It talks about a night
he spent having dinner in one of
Saddam Hussein’s palaces with
some friends from the Central Intelligence Agency.
Van Buren references CIA
operations in Somalia and U.S.
cooperation with Hussein. This
information was deemed classified by the government, but Van
Buren said he learned about the
CIA operation in Somalia from
the film “Black Hawk Down.”
A photograph of former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld shaking hands with Saddam
Hussein led Van Buren to believe
there was cooperation between
the leaders.
Van Buren was a member of a
Provincial Reconstruction Team,
which was created with the goal
of finding citizens individualized solutions to problems caused
by military actions. The idea of

Hall, by March 30. Papers should not
be longer than 30 pages. Projects must
have been written after January 2011.
Winners will be announced in April.
For more information, call the Maine
Studies office at 581-3147.
A doozy of a daffodil
The American Cancer Society is
selling flowers for its 2012 Daffodil

this counterinsurgency program
was that economic opportunities
would prevent Iraqis from attacking U.S. soldiers.
One reconstruction program
Van Buren described gave sheep
to Iraqi widows. Each sheep cost
$5,000, and it was expected that
the widows would sell the lambs
in order to earn a modest income.
Van Buren asked questions about
the justification of this program,
namely how it benefited the government or the widows.
“Nobody on my team understood what we were doing,” Van
Buren said.
Another program translated
classic American novels into Arabic. Van Buren said he had 80,000
of the books in his possession and
quickly found that giving the novels away was difficult. He said he
ended up having to bribe a school
principal to take all of the books.
He said later it was discovered
that the principal tried to sell the
books on the black market and
when no one purchased them,
they were abandoned behind a
public building.
Many of the reconstruction
programs Van Buren was associated with were similar. He described them as a type of positive
publicity for the government.
“Our goals didn’t work. We
just didn’t get it right. We failed,”
Van Buren said. “We could never
have done it and made it work, but
we could have done better.”
With the help of the Government Accountability Program,
Van Buren has been able to receive the legal help he now needs
as a result of publishing his book.
Others who have allegedly been
targeted for whistle-blowing have
not fared as well, he said.
“I am one little piece of a very
big battle,” Van Buren said.

Days. A $15 donation is rewarded with
a bunch of daffodils in a vase. Checks
should be made out to The American
Cancer Society, and orders must be
placed by Feb. 27. Delivery will begin
on March 19. Those interested should
contact Victoria Kane on FirstClass.
Vaginas to be monologued
The Vagina Monologues will be

Funding
from A1

dents make during the course of
their studies.
“It’s achievement rather
than, ‘OK, got another one out
the door,’” she said. “The study
abroad experience … you can’t
quantify that. Cognitive abilities
are increased through the study of
another language.
“We’re training human beings
to interact with other human beings,” Smith continued. “We’re
not producing ball bearings to
ship off.”
Possible performance points
Richard Judd, chair of the
Department of History, was concerned that his department’s lack
of focus on applying for grant
funding could be detrimental
when compared to the heavy emphasis on securing grants in the
hard sciences.
“We do not typically seek
grants, so performance for us is
publication of books and articles,”
Judd said. “My initial reaction is
that it would be really disadvantageous to the humanities.
“So many of our skills are
in intangible things like critical
thinking,” he continued. “How do
you put a value on that? I’m not
really sure that it works.”
The trustees have not specified
whether performance would be
measured in relation to other departments or solely against a department’s own past performance.
Furthermore, if performance was
measured relatively, it is not clear
if it would be calculated against
other departments at the same
university or against departments
system-wide.
“Our department is clearly
geared to research. Our criteria is
basically publication. I don’t think
that would be true at Fort Kent or
Farmington,” Judd said, referencing other system campuses.
Roger King, chair of the Department of Philosophy, took issue with the idea that retention
and graduation rates could be tied
to funding, among other things,
since philosophy is not a major
draw for potential students.
“Almost no one comes to the
university declaring a philosophy
major,” he said. “So there would
be no cohort to measure if they
say, ‘Oh, we’re going to look
at first-years and see what happens.’”
Also, King said if a program
didn’t appear to be performing
well and received less funding, it’s
possible that the program could
be less attractive to students who
may have been considering it.
“It penalizes the departments
when students want to explore
different majors,” he added. “If
you’re measuring retention rate at
the department level, that penalizes the department.”
King said the idea of establishing clear-cut goals for performance is not something the

performed at 7 p.m. Feb. 10 and Feb.
11 in Room 100 of the Donald P. Corbett Business Building. Tickets will be
$6 with a MaineCard and $8 for nonstudents. They will be available Feb.
8, 9 and 10 in the Memorial Union or
at the door. Proceeds from ticket sales
will benefit Spruce Run, the Mabel
Wadsworth Center and Rape Response
Services.

university has avoided. His department is scheduled for an external review next year, and faculty are currently preparing for that
evaluation, including developing
a succinct way to express department goals.
“We’re still in the process of
really trying to get a clear handle
on that ourselves, so if someone
were to try to link funding to that,
we might not be prepared,” King
said.
Ann Schonberger, director of
the Women in the Curriculum
and Women’s Studies Program,
also takes issue with evaluating
a program by its ability to move
students through to graduation.
Most women’s studies students have two majors, Schonberger said, which would skew a
measurement of her department’s
performance based on graduation
rates.
With the addition of a second
major, a student is less likely to
graduate in four years; however,
Schonberger said the addition of
a women’s studies major is sometimes a supportive force that can
encourage a student to finish a degree in his or her first major.
She described past students
returning to tell her that the critical thinking skills they learned in
their women’s studies classes or
the support they received from
the department made it possible
to graduate when otherwise they
may not have finished.
Schonberger also expressed
concern that a department’s postgraduation employment rate
could be used to measure its performance.
“Most of the other majors in
colleges that aren’t in Liberal Arts
and Sciences are focused on certain job areas,” she said, adding
that job opportunities resulting
from women’s studies are not always clear-cut. “That’s a very different thing from something like
engineering, where you can just
go right into a job.”
Schonberger described a group
of four graduates who will return
to UMaine in April for a lunchtime Women in the Curriculum
panel. Mia Baker, a 2004 graduate, will be on that panel.
Schonberger said Baker
worked at a Hannaford supermarket during college and applied for
the competitive manager training program close to graduation.
Baker was selected from a pool
of about 400 applicants, Schonberger said.
“The reason Mia was chosen
was because of her major in psychology and women’s studies,
and the reason was, ‘Most of the
people you will be managing will
be women,’” Schonberger said,
quoting someone who had been
involved with Baker’s hiring.
“Who would have thought?”
Cheapening education?
Dana Humphrey, dean of the
College of Engineering, worries
that specifying criteria for evaluating performance will lead to

education geared solely toward
those criteria at the expense of
other departmental goals.
“If it isn’t measured in the formula, then that’s going to force us
to do less of it,” Humphrey said,
adding that he fears the university’s commitment to research
and public service could become
stunted at the expense of its commitment to teaching.
“A poorly implemented funding model could reduce the quality of education,” he said.
Humphrey speculated on how
a funding model based on the
number of graduates could hurt
his department, despite its status
as a high-draw program for the
university.
He hypothesized that a model
could be developed that allocated
a specific amount to a program
for each graduate. If such a model
were applied systemwide, he said,
it could lead to the University of
Maine at Fort Kent receiving the
same amount of funding for seeing a student earn a bachelor’s degree in English as UMaine would
receive for seeing a student earn
a Ph.D. in electrical engineering,
for example.
“That would be very bad because what it costs to take and
produce those degrees is very,
very different,” Humphrey said.
“I certainly hope that any model
they come up with would not be
so simplistic.
Humphrey wants to see any
performance-based funding model evaluate his department against
others at comparable institutions
nearby.
“It’s also important that you
compare apples to apples when
you‘re talking about cost,” he
said. “There are no institutions in
the system that are equivalent to
the University of Maine, so you
have to measure outside of the
system.”
Moving forward
The trustees’ request for qualifications was issued on Jan. 24.
Any consulting service interested
in developing a model needs to
send a letter of interest by Feb.
21.
The RFQ mentions the educational mission of teaching,
research and public service that
Humphrey discussed, identifying that mission as something the
trustees hope to preserve as they
move forward with a new funding
model.
The consulting service will
need to identify criteria for evaluating performance and how to
measure those criteria and to conduct financial analyses, including
“revenue allocation forecasting
and modeling.” They will also
need to develop a method for introducing the new formula and
applying it to the system’s seven
universities.
A final report is due to the
trustees on July 9, meaning any
answers about the design of the
model will likely not be forthcoming by semester’s end.
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http://www.harkavagrant.com
www.toothpastefordinner.com

37- Partly automatic;
44- Gas burner or
Sicilian volcano;
45- Dice game;
46- Authentic;
48- Where some vets
served;
49- The house of a
parson;
50- Australia’s ___
Rock;
51- Demote;
53- Journey;
55- Back muscle,
briefly;
56- Spontaneous
abortion;
59- Loss leader?;
60- Designer Schiaparelli;
61- Song leader in a
synagogue;
62- “As if!”;
63- Lecherous look;
64- Enrages;
65- Dr. of rap;

Word Search

LURGEE
MORNING BELL
MY IRON LUNG
NICE DREAM
NO SURPRISES
NUDE
OPTIMISTIC
PARANOID ANDROID
PLANET TELEX
PROVE YOURSELF
PYRAMID SONG
RECKONER
RIPCORD
SULK
THE BENDS
THE TOURIST
TREEFINGERS
VEGETABLE
VIDEOTAPE

Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell a hidden message.

Sudoku Puzzle
• Each row must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
• Each column must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
• Each 3x3 box must have
numbers 1 - 9 in any order
but each digit can only
appear once.
There is only one
correct answer.
Difficulty level: Easy
Sudoku puzzles provided by sudoku.name. Used with permission.

• • • • Horoscopes • • • •

AIRBAG
ALL I NEED
BLACK STAR
BLOW OUT
BODYSNATCHERS
BONES
CREEP
ELECTIONEERING
FAUST ARP
FITTER HAPPIER HIGH
AND DRY
HUNTING BEARS
IN LIMBO
JUST
KARMA POLICE
KID A
KNIVES OUT
LET DOWN
LUCKY

Across
1- Man’s best friend;
4- Entertains;
10- Kofi ___ Annan;
14- Baseball stat;
15- Deadly;
16- Mariners can sail
on seven of these;
17- Cookie fruit;
18- Divination
through dreams;
20- Turkish honorific;
21- Depression;
22- For want of
___...;
23- 200 milligrams;
25- Like beaches;
28- Heat meas.;
29- Pianist Gilels;
30- Broadcaster;
31- Run-down
quarter;
32- Intellects;
35- Little devil;
36- Altar in the sky;

Word search courtesy of word-game-world.com

Radio Dome

Answer key in sports

By Drew

Toothpaste for Dinner

Crossword Puzzle
Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com. Used with permission.

Hark a Vagrant

Down
1- Disfigure;
2- Japanese art of
folding paper;
3- First Russian
astronaut;
4- High up;
5- Course list?;
6- Kitchen vessel;
7- Professional
hunting guide;
8- Attention;
9- ___-mo;
10- Slippery ___
eel;
11- Can be maintained;
12- Roman historian;
13- Institution for
mentally ill;
19- Spring month;
24- Nissan model;
26- Bit of film, to
a photog;
27- Visions;
30- Lama pacos;

31- Silly;
33- U.K. record
label;
34- Heston’s org.;
37- Fixed in position;
38- All together;
39- Coffee container;
40- Sampling;
41- Function;
42- Erin Island;
43- Superintendent;
44- Tooth covering;
47- Fancy home;
49- Cry ___
River;
50- Copycats;
52- Sign of injury;
54- Borodin’s
prince;
57- Nipper’s co.;
58- Campaigned;

Madame
Mysterio
Aries - March 21 to April 20 - Spring break is quickly approaching, but your waist line is encroaching on your pants,
no second chance, a need for the gym we’re broaching.
Taurus - April 21 to May 21 -You’ve been told before that you
smell, and we’re telling you as well. Take a shower, you’ll feel
empowered, and you won’t be such a hard sell.
Gemini - May 22 to June 21- The days are lengthening lately,
and the extra light is liked greatly, for now we see that you are
ugly, and we can run far posthastely.
Cancer - June 22 to July 22 - The trials of school are compounding, and your dismal grades are astounding, your major
should change, your life rearrange, or your failure will be most
resounding.
Leo - July 23 to Aug. 22 - You need to spend more time on
treadmills or biking or lifting those barbells, your soft waist is
gross and we dislike the most the way you keep eating those
noodles.
Virgo - Aug. 23 to Sept. 23 - By ignoring your need for a
change your flaws have exploded in range, you’re becoming
a mess and you must address your habits that we find most
strange.
Libra - Sept. 24 to Oct. 23 -By attempting to be what you’re
not you’ve grown fat and can not be called hot, it’s time to
return to what you once learned and decide you’re fine with
your lot.
Scorpio - Oct. 24 to Nov. 22 - By wasting your hours in bars
your performance has slipped to subpar. If you don’t shape up
with success in your cup, your life will be spent washing cars.
Sagittarius - Nov. 23 to Dec. 21 - Spending days upon days
in a daze has led to you living life in a haze, put down the
bong, you’ll see what’s gone wrong, and you’ll soon shine with
far brighter rays.
Capricorn - Dec 22. to Jan. 20 -In the late hours that fridge
it is calling, and you’re smart so your stomach you’re stalling,
but we all know you’ll fail, you’re hardly a rail, with your fat
you would survive a mauling.
Aquarius - Jan. 21 to Feb. 19 - Your time fore the mirror is in
vain and your ego will surely retain the image of you, your hair
looks like poo, and your lapel is boasting a stain.
Pisces - Feb. 20 to March 20 - t’s hard to say but it’s true that
they have grown bored with you it’s not worth the time for
their love to prime, you should stop attempting to woo.
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Funding based on
performance rotten
route for system

A

fruit basket is a complex thing.
Filled to the brim with fleshy, edible forms that seem
to metamorphose from globule to elongated in a single
gaze, the basket is woven with as much diversity as it is with
straw. And while it may not house every type of fruit, it usually
does possess an impressive range.
The same kind of sentiment can be applied to a university setting, where a system encompasses a wide range of curricula and
majors; for every student who enrolls, there is a tailored program
of study to align with his or her interests.
But imagine if all fruit — or majors — were judged via the
same stoic specifications? What if apples were assessed according to the same guidelines as bananas? What if the English department was placed on par — in regards to graduation and retention rates — with engineering or business administration?
Surely, there would be far less fruit in the basket to choose
from, and the range of flavors would decrease.
Although each program is equally valid in regards to the degree it will eventually earn its pursuer, to apply one universal
regulation to all majors seems silly, if not completely ludicrous.
Yet this sort of performance-based assessment is what the
University of Maine System is seriously considering in respect
to funding. Naturally, many professors, taxpayers and students
alike are quite unnerved by the possibility.
Jane Smith, chair of the Department of Modern Languages
and Classics insists the change “could just kill us [the department].”
Richard Judd, chair of the Department of History, spoke of
grant concerns for his department: “My initial reaction is that it
would be really disadvantageous to the humanities.”
The truth of the matter is that while programs exist all together under one massive education umbrella, some have larger
draws in different locations. Here at UMaine, engineering and
environmental majors garner the most interest. But that doesn’t
necessarily mean offering journalism and physical education options is an unnecessary practice because the number of students
enrolled won’t compare.
Secondary education facilities all expound upon their diversity and pliability as to convince high school graduates to chose
their school over another. Thus, providing services to accommodate this variety is expected.
With a performance-based funding formula, though, certain
programs — humanities in particular, as both Smith and Judd
insist — may not survive. Women’s studies simply won’t be able
to churn out as many graduates as mechanical engineering nor
will can amass as much grant support.
In a performance-based system, the casualties will certainly
be the humanities, and the loss of those programs doesn’t only
harm graduates and undergraduates enrolled but the entire university system as a whole if heterogeneity is indeed the aim.
We advise that the system proceed with extreme caution when
exploring performance-based curricula, or have a whole fraction
of the state’s future become exotic fruit far displaced from the
vine.
While a variety of fruit may grow in the same orchard, they
are still sorted before they go to market.
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Readers speak: Oustanding web commentary
Only Scrooges safeguard sweatshops
In honor of Charles Dickens’ 200th birthday, let’s revisit “A Christmas Carol”:
“‘At this festive season of the year, Mr.
Scrooge,’ said the gentleman, taking up a
pen, ‘it is more than usually desirable that we
should make some slight provision for the
Poor and destitute, who suffer greatly at the
present time. Many thousands are in want of
common necessaries; hundreds of thousands
are in want of common comforts, sir.’
‘Are there no prisons?’ asked Scrooge.
‘Plenty of prisons,’ said the gentleman,
laying down the pen again.
‘And the Union workhouses?’ demanded
Scrooge. ‘Are they still in operation?’
‘They are. Still,’ returned the gentleman,
‘I wish I could say they were not.’
‘The Treadmill and the Poor Law are in
full vigour, then?’ said Scrooge.
‘Both very busy, sir.’
‘Oh. I was afraid, from what you said at
first, that something had occurred to stop
them in their useful course,’ said Scrooge.
‘I’m very glad to hear it.’”
The concept behind the opinion may be
valid: Yes, low-cost labor may, in fact, be
preferable to possible alternatives for many
in Third World countries. That doesn’t diminish our moral obligation to treat others
humanely.
When we talk about any institution like
Foxconn, we should take care to separate
wages from working conditions. The wages may be low, but these kinds of factories
do provide an opportunity for many who
wouldn’t have work to have some form of
employment.
The true question we face is whether we
should support and defend companies that
use suppliers with inhumane conditions in
their factories. These factories may be the

best available option for some employees,
but it shouldn’t stop us from criticizing companies that support profit over humanity.
Justin Russell
Responding to “Sweatshops a first step to
success: Low paid work’s better than none,”
Feb. 6, 2012
A selfish system sells students, state and
taxpayers short
The University of Maine System has millions of dollars in its reserve funds that supposedly can’t be touched for various reasons
— none of them compelling or logical.
The system strangles the seven campuses
and hoards millions from them for its own
uses, such as the controversial “Strategic Investment Fund” that has little, if any, connection to needs at the grassroots level.
While the faculty grows ever smaller, the
system headquarters grows ever larger. The
trustees are largely unaware of those grassroots problems and instead blame the faculty
and campus staff for everything.
Morale has never been lower. The root of
the problem is not money but the board’s allocation of the money that’s available.
So, who loses? The state, the taxpayers
and the students.
Bing Crosby II
Responding to “University of Maine System expects to see $2.3 million in cuts,” Feb.
6, 2012
A pucking good time: UMaine’s
O’Connor delivers
Good eye, Brice O’Connor, and it’s
great you were rewarded.

We sat six rows behind the goal, to the
side, and nobody knew where the puck was
— you got to it before the goalie did.
For Saturday’s game, my third-grade
grandson was with me and we had a great
time. Thanks for that!
Gopher40
Responding to “Black Bears complete
sweep of Alabama-Huntsville with 5-0
rout,” Feb. 6, 2012
The Grey gets an ‘A’ from loyal Liam
fan
It’s the classic story of a descent into
Hell — there are even seven survivors
from the plane crash.
For anyone going to “The Grey,” stay
until the end of the credits for a further hint
about the ending. Great movie overall —
one of my favorite Liam Neeson movies.
Stuart Blanchard
Responding to “Film Review: ‘The
Grey’: Neeson fights for survival in thriller
with vague ending,” Feb. 6, 2012
Madonna’s
maturation
shines
through at Super Bowl halftime show
Agreed.
I thought her age truly showed — not
in her looks, which were weird in their
own way — but in her more careful movements.
She looked like if she stumbled she
might break a hip — just sayin’.
Laura-long
Responding to “How I Hear It: Mixed
reactions to halftime show,” Feb. 6, 2012

The Maine Campus is hiring
a political columnist and a
part-time columnist for
the spring 2012
semester!
If interested, please send cover letter, résumé and 3 writing samples
to Michael Shepherd and Madelyn Kearns on FirstClass.
The attitudes and views expressed in the opinion section are those of their authors only and do
not necessarily represent the views of The Maine Campus or its staff.

The Maine Campus • Opinion

Thursday, February 9, 2012

A7

Political columnist: Ron Paul most Columnist: Sustain your buzz
genuine GOP prospect for 2012 by buying booze with an eye
for packaging, miles traveled
I don’t agree with all of Paul’s
policies, but I don’t believe
he would mischaracterize
Obama’s economic plan to
win votes — we would get
an honest debate about
the merits of regulation
and progressive taxation.

MIkE EmEry

On Tuesday, Republican voters in Colorado, Missouri and
Minnesota all overwhelmingly picked Rick Santorum in their
primaries and caucuses. Santorum has now won more states,
with four, than any other contender, including Mitt Romney’s
three.
Unfortunately for Santorum, these victories came in states
that have unbound delegates, which means he hasn’t won anything meaningful. So, despite winning almost 50 percent of the
vote in all three states that voted Tuesday, he’s really no closer
to the White House now than he was Monday morning.
Which is to say, he’s very far away. All signs still point to
Romney eventually winning the nomination. Romney continues to hold a significant advantage in national polls of Republicans — averaging 34 percent in polls taken in the last week,
with Newt Gingrich second at 23 percent — and he still has
enough money to compete in every state in the nation.
According to RealClearPolitics, Romney is also the Republican candidate with the best polling numbers head-tohead against President Barack Obama. In polls taken in the
last month, Obama beats Romney 48-44 percent. Obama beats
Santorum 50-41 and Gingrich 51-40.
Despite Romney’s status as the front-runner and still the
likely eventual nominee, things still aren’t looking good for
him. The fact that Republicans have repeatedly tried to find
someone more conservative to rally around suggests that if he
wins the nomination, many of them will stay home rather than
vote in November.
Romney is starting to look a lot like John Kerry in 2004:
nominee by default.
If and when we move to a general election campaign that
pits Romney against Obama, we’re not likely to see many important differences between the two candidates. Romney may
back off some of the conservative positions he’s touting now,
since moderates and independents change the outcome of general elections.
Romney is fairly conservative, but Gov. Romney was a
Massachusetts moderate. Obama’s health care reform looks
a lot like Romney’s Mass-Care, as judged by Politifact, and
while Candidate Obama talked a very good game about civil
liberties and reducing executive power, President Obama has
done little to back away from the Patriot Act and the Transpor-

tation Security Administration.
The one significant difference is in foreign policy. Obama has
generally stayed true to his promise to use diplomacy as long
as possible, is following timetables removing American troops
from Iraq and Afghanistan, and has pledged to reduce the size of
the military. Romney, following the Republican Party’s neoconservative base, has criticized Obama for being weak on foreign
policy.
So if Romney isn’t likely to win the general election, and
might not do things much differently if elected, and Santorum
and Gingrich don’t stand up to Obama head-to-head, what are
Republican primary voters to do?
Vote for Ron Paul.
I want to make it clear that I’m not endorsing Paul for president; I’m endorsing him as a Republican nominee who would
make general-election debates interesting.
Paul hasn’t won a single state in the primaries and is losing to
Obama in polls by an average of 48-42, just worse than Romney
(but better than Gingrich or Santorum). He doesn’t pose an electoral threat to Obama any more than Romney does.
However, his presence on the national stage next to the president would make for an interesting and honest conversation.
Paul’s economic views are anathema to most liberals and
some conservatives: He supports eliminating five of 15 federal
Cabinet departments, drastically reducing regulation and cutting
federal spending by $1 trillion. He is vehemently opposed to
stimulus spending — such as the bailouts of 2009 — and wants
to lower tax rates.
I don’t agree with Paul’s opposition to environmental regulations or his steadfast emphasis on lowering taxes, but I don’t
believe he would mischaracterize Obama’s economic plan to
win votes — we would get an honest debate about the merits of
regulation and progressive taxation.
Paul also supports drastically reducing the size and mission
of the military and advocating the use of military force only under a Congressional declaration of war, which we haven’t had
since World War II. We wouldn’t have to listen to ridiculous accusations that either candidate is somehow “weak” on defense.
Most importantly, Paul would force Obama to discuss the Patriot Act, the assassination of American citizens and laws allowing indefinite detention of citizens. Paul is a staunch defender
of civil liberties, and no other candidate will press the president
on the issue — they’re liable to accuse him of not going far
enough.
While I disagree with many of Paul’s views, his presence in
the general election would lead to a frank discussion about how
to fix the economy, protect civil liberties without compromising
security and reduce the military to a reasonable size.
If we had a campaign based on facts and ideas rather than
charisma and personal attacks, we would all benefit.
Mike Emery is a fourth-year sociology student. His political
columns will appear every Thursday.

Three cheers for sweatshops: Lynch’s sage
advice on worker woes wows, bewilders
WESlEy K. PEllEtIEr

As Justin Lynch sagely pointed out in his recent op-ed ing and brought in hexane, which shaved seconds off the as— “Sweatshops a first step to success: Low paid work’s better sembly process. Sure, it’s a neurotoxin that causes headaches,
than none,” Feb. 6, 2012 — the Chinese certainly are fortu- nausea and a touch of peripheral nervous system failure, but
nate to have America’s corporations as employers.
for anyone who falls victim to it, there’s a long line of eager
If our great nation didn’t have such a burning desire for af- workers excited to take their place.
fordable electronics, these members of a civilization who built
And of course, efficiency makes more money, and money
one of the greatest empires the world has ever seen would be is the only way to better ourselves, so I’m sure the now-cripabsolutely helpless — the entire country would be adrift.
pled workers understand.
We have stepped up and handed our fellow humans an
One of the most attractive aspects of sweatshop labor is that
unprecedented opportunity to avoid the misery that would it’s a family affair. Almost anyone over 12 years old can get a
certainly otherwise befall them — the chance to make cell job and discover the many joys of being an active participant
phones for us.
in the economic workplace, alongside their parents, assuming
Some bleeding hearts are under the impression that there neither has died or become too crippled to work yet.
is a way for a nation to succeed without a period of explosive,
Then, once everyone clocks out, they can take their earnunregulated industrialization.
ings for their day, maybe enough to buy a couple bowls of
That, to me, is absurd. Every country should follow the rice, and have a nice family picnic by the river. As they sit
Western model of overstimulated growth in order to achieve and look at the beautiful, vibrant hues of red and yellow their
some modicum of reemployer has considspectability.
erately pumped in,
We have stepped up and handed our fellow
Sure, it is a continuthey will be able to
ing cause of funda- humans an unprecedented opportunity to avoid contemplate how formental issues, such as the misery that would certainly otherwise befall tunate they are to take
worker rights, global
in the building of
them — the chance to make cell phones for us. part
warming and a food
a superpower.
and
pharmaceutical
And also cellindustry that value profit over the customers they ostensibly phones.
serve, but in my book these are a small prices to pay for the
Now, you would think the Chinese workers would be singunhindered economic prosperity we currently enjoy.
ing America’s praises at this point, but no, they simply shuffle
Some have described conditions at Chinese manufactur- around, dead-eyed and ungrateful. A few even have the auing plants including Foxconn and Wintek as horrible and the dacity to commit suicide, claiming their lives are unbearably
labor slave-like, but let me remind readers that those frequent miserable and they have no hope for any future other than
18-hour shifts are paid. And the working conditions, as I think constant labor.
you’ll agree, are far from horrible.
Enough workers have these constant cases of the Mondays
The work isn’t even that hard. It’s simply making one re- that some plants have had to erect nets around the factories to
petitive motion on small pieces of machinery every day; I had catch these lazy individuals before they hit the ground.
endless amounts of fun playing with Legos as a child, and I
If only they were to read Mr. Lynch’s opinion, they would
believe it’s a very similar task.
understand the unending, dangerous tedium that fills their
In addition, the factories are state-of-the-art, with every- days is actually saving them from a much more horrifying
thing made to be as efficient and simple as possible.
existence — one with a more expensive iPhone.
In fact, when the screen-cleaning alcohol wasn’t evaporating quickly enough, the plant owners did some quick thinkWesley K. Pelletier is a fourth-year English student.

MACkENzIE
RAwClIFFE

With my wine nightcap rapidly
clouding my thoughts, I was trying
in vain to come up with something to
write for today.
I moodily gazed into my favorite
sweet, ruby, $3 Tisdale treat and suddenly was hit by a bolt of association
inspiration. Liquors, wines and beers,
oh my! The amount of money my compatriots and I spend on booze certainly
merits some sustainability scrutiny.
My love affair with cheap wine
started in France, where I desecrated
the country by buying the 5-liter-for5-euros plastic jug of wine. The habit
has continued here where, for my own
economic and “SOCial” sustainability,
I buy three Tisdales for $10 and Carlo
Rossi jugs.
But are these choices sustainable in
other ways? How do I even evaluate
these choices? Is organic my only option?
Turns out, like most things sustainability related, it is a bit more complicated. Water use, waste disposal,
energy use, pest management, chemical use, employee treatment, transportation and packaging are the big
elements of what makes a sustainable
winery, brewery or distillery — but
each business is unique and has its
own strengths and weaknesses, so
rankings are a bit hard to figure out.
In terms of beer and liquor, you
have to take the companies’ word for
it on their reduced water use or waste
recycling. These factors have huge
effects, but it is a growing trend in the
industry to be more eco-friendly because it is also economically friendly.
Even Anheuser-Busch claims it has
decreased its water use by 34 percent
and recycles its brewery waste. It
still won’t make too much of a difference in my choices, because I know
how easily statistics are mangled and
practices get “greenwashed.”
If I’m going to change my drinking habits, I want to know I’m having
an effect, and the best way to do that
is to reduce the distance, or “booze
miles”, my drinks travel and to make
choices based on packaging.
According to an analysis by sustainability consultant and wine
economist Pablo Päster, despite the
bigger environmental effects of producing aluminum — in terms of water use and greenhouse gas emissions
— the overall weight of glass bottles
increases the climate effect of glass
bottles over cans.
If you want to reduce your “booze
miles” and your packaging impact
immediately, you should walk down
to the Black Bear Brewery and grab a
growler you can return for reuse after
drinking. It is the hat trick of beers
— economically good for the community, environmentally responsible
and the social(izing) benefits are fairly obvious, especially on Thursdays.
A similar story can be seen concerning hard liquor with Twenty 2

and Cold River Vodka — and now gin
— which are locally made. Although
they are a bit more expensive than
Orloff, you can pass out easy with the
knowledge that you’re making Maine
a better place, and at least not hurting
the Earth like you are your head.
If whiskey is your thing, your best
bet is Maker’s Mark. Most whiskey is
kind of wasteful just by virtue of the
boutique way the liquor is made and
aged, but Maker’s has more going for
it than just that sexy red wax.
According to the blog Inhabitat,
“Maker’s Mark Distillery functions
on less than 200 of its 620 acres of
land. The remaining land is operated
as a nature preserve, where Maker’s
Mark houses its own Arboretum of
Kentucky native species on-site.
But what makes Maker’s Mark truly
unique is its energy production facility that recycles the byproducts of the

If I’m going to change my
drinking habits, I want
to know I’m having an
effect, and the best way
to do that is to reduce
the distance or “booze
miles” my drinks travel.
distillation process.”
Back to my cup. Is Tisdale sustainable? There are certainly other choices — like buying boxed wine for better packaging or visiting Winterport
Winery to pick up some fruit wine.
I’ve worked at an organic winery in
Franklin, so I have a pretty good idea
of my local options. But, as I’ve said
— I’m poor and $10-15 is not sustainable for me.
Tisdale, it turns out, is a subsidiary
of Gallo Wines, which also produces
some of my other favorites — Carlo
and Andre. They are in California,
and their CEO is the current chairman of the Sustainable Winegrowing
Alliance.
The Alliance is active in encouraging self-evaluations, gathering
data and providing workshops to fill
knowledge gaps. California companies have a pretty good reason to pursue sustainability as well. Water and
energy scarcity are major problems
in Cali, and some climate predictions
would put Napa Valley out of business because of a shift in favorable
grape-growing conditions northward
to Oregon.
So, there is a good chance that Tisdale is all right. It is hard to tell from
the list of certified Gallo wineries and
vineyards because it doesn’t list Tisdale specifically, but I have to assume
if this is a pervasive company ethic
that at least some practices at Tisdale
are up to snuff.
And as long as it’s the cheapest
and I can recycle my bottles in good
time, Tisdale will continue to grace
my cup. Perhaps I will celebrate my
new eco-alcohol awareness at next
weeks’ Bangor Green Drinks at the
Sweetest Thing on Valentine’s Day
from 5 to 6:30.
Mackenzie Rawcliffe is a graduate
student studying international affairs
and public administration. She is the
production manager for The Maine
Campus.

Thumbs up / Thumbs down
B&B R&B
M.I.A. MIA
MLB MLS

ADVERTISEMENT

Courtesy of MythicSeabass via Flickr.com

Send us an email
on the twitters
@themainecampus

Courtesy of Vassil Tzvetanov via Flickr.com

CD R e v i e w

Of Montreal

&

Style Culture

Thursday, February 9, 2012

FiLm Review

‘The Woman
in Black’

mainecampus.com

go!
Laser
Gaze at

Maynard F. Jordan
Planetarium is
presenting rock light
shows this month

Rays

Thursday, Feb. 9

Exhibits: “Because
You’re Mine,” “The Moment,” “The City,” “I Put
a Spell on You”
UMMA
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday College Night
Curva Ultra Lounge
9 p.m. to 3 a.m.
$5 for 18+, free for 21+

systems are extremely expensive running
towards $65K for a basic package,” wrote
Style Editor
planetarium director Alan Davenport in an
email.
Researchers in a California laboratory
“As soon as I discovered a package we
in 1960 operated the first functioning laser. could lease inexpensively for short runs, we
About a decade later, as the laser evolved added it to our annual programming about
past its primitive state, it became advanced three years ago,” he added.
enough to use as a visual
The planetarium uses
A complete schedule of SkyLase, a solid state laser
spectacle in rock concerts,
SkyLase laser shows,
most notably by psychedelic
projection system produced
which run until Feb.
rockers Pink Floyd.
by Audio Visual Imagineer26, is available on the
Now, a similar blending
ing, a company based in
Maynard F. Jordan
of technology and entertainPlanetarium’s website, Florida.
ment has found its way to
According to Davenport,
galaxymaine.com.
the University of Maine.
there
are about 10 different
Most shows are priced
Every so often for a few
shows
that feature either an
at $4.
weeks at a time, the Mayentire classic album, a playlnard F. Jordan Planetarium
ist of an iconic band’s greaton campus presents a series of laser shows est hits or a mix of pieces from several artset to classic music by artists like Pink ists with a unifying theme.
Floyd, Led Zeppelin, U2, Madonna and a
“Added to [the music] are the laser patterns illustrating each song with both streamvariety of others.
“The idea of laser shows in planetariums
is as old as lasers themselves, but the good
See Laser on B2

Friday, Feb. 10

By Derrick Rossignol

The Vagina Monologues
DPC 100
7 p.m.
$8, $6 w/MaineCard
Avenue Q
Hauck Auditorium
7:30 p.m.
$15, free w/MaineCard
Helicopter Showdown
with DJ Les and The
Professional
Kingman’s
8 p.m.
21+
Sergio Afonso • Staff Photographer

Alan Davenport, director of the Maynard F. Jordan Planetarium, takes
a look into the machine that projects the lasers in the SkyLase show.
Davenport recently imported this machine to give students and community members a chance to witness this futuristic show.

Durant latest Hot new games coming this month
NBA star to
foray into rap
Column

Thunder star’s music only hobby-worthy
Column
Back in the 1990s and early
2000s, it was almost obligatory
for successful NBA players with
egos to take a stab at rap.
For the
most part,
that trend
seems to
have died
out. That
is,
until
Oklahoma
City superstar Kevin
D u r a n t How I Hear It
dropped
By Derrick
his
new
Rossignol
single,
“Worried
Bout Tomorrow.”
Looking back at players who
have pursued hip-hop on the
side, they all have something
in common with each other, but
not Durant.
Allen Iverson was arrested
for carrying a concealed weapon and possession of marijuana.
Kobe Bryant was infamously
accused of sexual assault. The
artist formerly known as Ron
Artest charged the stands and
got in a fight with fans during
a game. Durant is arguably the
humblest dude in the league and
he thanks God in post-game interviews.
See the pattern there? Don’t
get me wrong — I’m not saying
all rappers engage in criminal
activity. My point is that most of
the NBA players who have tried
rapping are seen as less “pure”
than Durant is. My point is that
Durant doesn’t seem the type to
be rapping in his spare time.
He’s apparently really into
it, though. I follow him on Twitter and over the past year or so,
he’s tweeted things about being
in the studio and laying tracks
down or whatnot, so it seems
like this is a major hobby out-

side of basketball.
What upsets me most about
this type of combination of
sports and music is that it inevitably ruins both of them for
me. The songs are usually an
abomination, made to fulfill a
ridiculous childhood fantasy of
somebody who now has the resources to do something about
it, and when I see them on the
court, the thought of their song
always lingers in the back of my
mind.
With all of that being said,
Durant’s new tune isn’t that
bad.
The song features Durant
and a little-known rapper named
Privaledge, whom Durant and
teammate James Harden have
been promoting the past few
months. Surprisingly, Durant
is actually the better of the two
on this track. I don’t claim to
know much about rap, but I
know I feel more “privaledged”
to listen to Durant than the nonamer.
(That’s just an awful rap
name, by the way.)
KD’s not exactly getting
personal on the level that Drake
of Childish Gambino do. He fits
more into the “I’m-a-rapper-soI’m-going-to-talk-about-howgood-I-am-at-things” mold. The
refrain goes “I ain’t worried
about tomorrow, I’m just worried about me,” which seems to
sharply contradict his team-first
basketball mentality. Either Durant the rapper is lying or Durant the baller is lying.
KD only raps in the first
verse, and he starts out slowly
but confidently. His confidence
lies in the fake rap persona he’s
created for himself, though. As
Durant raps, “And I don’t care
if they underrate, care if they go
and hate, whip’s over $100k.”
That doesn’t sound like anything he would ever say. Nobody is underrating Durant. He
See Durant on B3

The months following the
holiday season are always tough
for gamers.
January
and
February
are
filled with
worthless software and
less than
a handful
of minor
Insert Coin
league tiHere
tles. These
By Alex
months
are seen Tranchemontagne
as a time
to catch
up on games you may have
missed during the holiday rush
— “Rayman Origins,” perhaps
— or to play games you never

got around to completing.
While January didn’t offer
much more than a new “Final
Fantasy” game and “Silent Hill
HD Collection,” February looks
to be an amazing month for gamers of all varieties.
Fantastic titles have already
been released during the first
week of this month. For the casual gamers, “Double Fine Happy
Action Theater” looks to be an
extremely creative game, available for 800 Microsoft points on
the Xbox Live Arcade.
“DFHAT” is a Kinect game
that is less of a game and more
of a toy. This collection of 18
mini-games provides unique
visual pleasures based on your
movements. The $10 asking
price makes this game a musthave for those praying for some
Kinect fun.
“Gotham City Impostors,” a
stylistic shooter that takes place
in the “Batman” universe, was

released Feb. 8 — available for
PC, Xbox Live Arcade and PlayStation Network.
“Jak and Daxter Collection,”
released Feb. 7, features the three
classic platformers remastered in
HD for PlayStation 3. Also released is the classic “Simpsons
Arcade Game,” available for
Xbox Live Arcade and PlayStation Network.
“Resident Evil: Revelations”
was released Feb. 7 and is a musthave for Nintendo 3DS owners.
The latest “Resident Evil” brings
the series much closer to its roots
than “Resident Evil 4” and “5”
did. “Revelations” pushes the
3DS to its limits as the most
graphically appealing game on
the system to date and is considerably better than the last 3DS
“Resident Evil” title, “The Mercenaries.”
If those great games aren’t
enough, many more are coming
See Games on B2

Happenings this weekend
Looking to ditch your roommate
and get out of the dorm this weekend?
Thankfully, there’s plenty happening in
the area to get you out and about.

Friday
The Vagina Monologues

Donald P. Corbett Business Building, room 100, 7 p.m. – Organized by the
Student Women’s Association, The Vagina
Monologues have become somewhat of a
tradition on campus, and for good reason.
With your MaineCard, $6 buys a night of entertainment via skits about feminine nether
regions. It’s also for a good cause: proceeds
benefit local organizations that help battered
women. There is another performance on
Saturday at the same time and place.

“Avenue Q”

Hauck Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. – The
Tony Award-winning musical, presented by
the School of Performing Arts, sees its opening weekend on campus Friday evening. Described as “‘Sesame Street’ on crack,” “Avenue Q” appeals more to the college crowd
than to young tykes. The show is one of the
longest-running in Broadway history, so
check out one of the performances on cam-

pus between Feb. 10 and 19. Tickets are free
with a MaineCard, so there’s no excuse to
miss out.

Helicopter Showdown with DJ Les
and The Professional

Kingman’s in Old Town, 8 p.m. – Kingman’s is getting ready for a wild night as it
plays host to San Francisco dubstep group
Helicopter Showdown, with guest appearances by local acts DJ Les and The Professional. With enough bass to cleanse your colon and enough energy to keep you going all
night, Helicopter Showdown is not likely to
disappoint. The show is 21+ and tickets are
$15 in advance or $20 at the door.
Sunday

Story Slam

Verve, 7 p.m. – Has something interesting or funny ever happened to you? Have a
good tale the world needs to hear? Do you
just want to hear what everybody else has to
say? If that’s the case, Story Slam at Verve
is the place to be. Sunday’s theme is “Stupid
Cupid,” so if you have burned somebody or
been burned, this event is for you. Admission is $5 and gets you as much coffee as
you can drink, as well as a great time.

“Pink Floyd’s Dark Side
of the Moon”
Maynard F. Jordan
Planetarium
8:15 to 9 p.m.
$4
DJ Verbatum vs Drummer Jake Demchak
Curva Ultra Lounge
9 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.
$10, $5 for 21+
Saturday, Feb. 11
“Metallica”
Maynard F. Jordan
Planetarium
1 to 1:45 p.m.
$4
“Beatles”
Maynard F. Jordan
Planetarium
7 to 7:45 p.m.
$4
The Vagina Monologues
DPC 100
7 p.m.
$8, $6 w/MaineCard
Avenue Q
Hauck Auditorium
7:30 p.m.
$15, free w/MaineCard
Heaven and Hell
Curva Ultra Lounge
9 p.m. to 3 a.m.
$10 for 18+, $5 for 21+
Sunday, Feb. 12
Avenue Q
Hauck Auditorium
2 p.m.
$15, free w/MaineCard
Jasper String Quartet
Minsky Recital Hall
3 to 5 p.m.
$7, free w/MaineCard
Story Slam
Verve
7 p.m.
$5
A more comprehensive list
of postings is available at
mainecampus.com/calendar.
To submit your event, invite
calendar@mainecampus.com
via iCal or Google Calendar.
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Feb. 27 and looks beautiful, but
it appears identical to its predefrom B1
cessor gameplay-wise, which
isn’t a great thing.
soon.
The outrageous snowboard“Rhythm Heaven Fever” for ing series “SSX” will return on
Wii — scheduled to be released Xbox360, PC and PlayStation 3
Feb. 13 — seems to be one of on Feb. 28. And for the Japanese
the Wii’s final first-party titles, role-playing fun, “Shin Megami
as the console is soon to be suc- Tensei: Devil Survivor 2” will be
ceeded by the Wii U. The origi- everything you ever wanted from
nal “Rhythm Heaven” for Game a game, scheduled to be released
Boy Advance was a Japan-only on Feb. 28.
game I imported years ago; North
The PlayStation Vita, Sony’s
American DS release only made latest handheld, will finally be
things better. If you’re a fan of released on Feb. 22. The Vita
quirky games
will be availor music, this is
able with over
a key release.
20
different
Another
launch titles.
This February is filled While the systitle that looks
with many great
to be a hit is
tem is graphi“Twisted Metgames for any type of cally superior
al” for PlayStato the 3DS and
gamer. From casual
tion 3, schedhas a second
uled for release gamers to the Nintendo analog stick,
on Feb. 14. It’s
the
asking
fanboys to Japanese
been over a deprice is high at
RPG fans, nobody will $250.
cade since the
release of the
In
Japan,
be left unsatisfied
last “Twisted
the Vita has
Metal” game,
also been sellso this title is
ing
poorly
long overdue.
compared to
If you loved the series as a kid, the Nintendo 3DS. High prices
the new edition will satisfy. It’s were initially a problem for the
shaping up to be much of the 3DS, but the systems began sellsame with plenty of new twists ing better after an $80 price drop.
on the series.
A similar move might be neces“Tales of the Abyss,” a re- sary for the Vita to remain vital.
make of a classic PS2 role-playThis February is filled with
ing game, is hitting the 3DS on many great games for any type
Feb. 14, as is a new “Tekken” of gamer. From casual gamers
fighting game on March 6.
to the Nintendo fanboys to JapaA new “PokéPark” game is nese RPG fans, nobody will be
hitting the shelves for Wii on left unsatisfied.
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Music vital, but words hold meaning
Poetic lyrics from Gibbard and de la Rocha often overshadow instrumentation
Column
In the world of music, there
are a select few lyricists who
are true poets.
They have the capability
to convey
beauty
through
tactful
use
of
language.
Miraculously,
lyrical
p o e t s
craft their
Alternative
words so
Talk
they
fit
By Colin Kolmar
within the
confines
of a musical medium.
Although I find myself occasionally disenchanted by his
musical efforts, Ben Gibbard
of Death Cab for Cutie and
The Postal Service rarely disappoints lyrically.
A prime example of his eloquence can be found in “Title
Track,” which opens Death
Cab’s album “We Have the
Facts and We’re Voting Yes.”
The lyrics elicit images of
young infatuation with an irresistible woman amid the influences of alcohol and nicotine

and all things that may cloud de la Rocha of Rage Against Appalachia … a mass of tears
the minds of young lovers. the Machine with the lyrics, have transformed to stones
However, “Title Track” is no “F--- you, I won’t do what you now, sharpened on suffering
conventional love song.
tell me.”
and woven into slings. Hope
“Title Track” opens with
The hit “Killing in the lies in the rubble of this rich
some Ginsberg-esque abstract Name” from their self-titled fortress, taking today what toimagery that sets the stage. debut album featured those morrow never brings.”
Gibbard sings, “Left unin- lyrics repeated an abundant
The lyricist’s message is
spired by the crust of railroad amount of times. By Rage’s clearly still one of discontent,
earth that touched the lead to third album, “The Battle of Los but he succeeds in conveying
the pages of your manuscript. I Angeles,” de la Rocha’s lyrical it without resorting to repetitook my thumb off the concrete prowess had increased tenfold. tious and obscene phrases to
and saved up all my strength Although his lyrics were still garner attention.
to hammer pillars for a picket often radically oriented and
Although many lyricists atfence.”
highly critical of existing es- tempt to achieve what Gibbard
The striking beauty of Gib- tablishments, he expressed his and de la Rocha have successbard’s word
fully accomplished,
combinations
few succeed.
leaves the lisI have omitted
It always offends me to hear that some
tener strangecountless
others
ly
euphoric
from
this
brief
list
people don’t regard a song’s lyrics to
and curious
of lyrical poets, but
be of great importance. I challenge
about the subthese scarce few
sequent direcindividuals are difthose people to open their minds. Take
tion the song
ficult to find in the
time to find songs whose lyrics are
will take. Gibvast sea of lyrical
personally resonant. This exercise will
bard is one of
tripe.
the industry’s greatly augment your listening experience
It always offends
most promime to hear that
nent
wordsome people don’t
smiths.
regard a song’s lyrIf
Gibics to be of great
bard’s lyrical genius can’t discontent using more subtle importance. I challenge those
keep Zooey Deschanel around, language and rich imagery.
people to open their minds.
that doesn’t leave much hope
In “Ashes in the Fall,” de Take time to find songs whose
for the rest of us.
la Rocha sings, “A mass of lyrics are personally resonant.
It is an unfortunate side ef- promises begin to rupture, like This exercise will greatly augfect of long-term memory that the pockets of the new world ment your listening experileads many to associate Zack kings, like swollen stomachs in ence.
Sergio Afonso
• Staff Photographer

Alan Davenport, director of the
Maynard F.
Jordan Planetarium, takes
a look into
the machine
that projects
the lasers in
the SkyLase
show. Davenport recently
imported this
machine to
give students
and community members
a chance to
witness this
futuristic
show.

Lasers

from B1
ing, sailing, pulsing geometric
patterns, and animated characters and objects from the tune,”
Davenport wrote.
Although the lasers only
project in red, green and blue,
the shows are entertaining and

the technology behind them is a
bit more complex than your average science fair project.
“Laser projectors are driven
by digital signals from the sound
system,” Davenport wrote.
“These signals were originally
created by computer and play
from the same player where the
sound is recorded.”
The digital commands are inaudible and move the electronic
motors, which adjust the mirrors
that the light bounces off of and
onto the surface of the dome.
The lasers’ lights overlap
each other to produce several
different colors of light.
“These scanners, not unlike
the scanners you see at the store
checkout, are so precise that
lines drawn by the red laser can
overlap the green laser lines and
mix to create yellow,” Davenport wrote.
“Yes, red plus green makes
yellow. These are lasers, not finger paints,” he added.
The lasers can be programmed to trace figures and
patterns thousands of times
every second. This happens so
quickly, the human eye perceives these rapidly projected
dots as unbroken lines.
“One cool thing to do is blink
really fast to make the figures
lose big chunks of their pattern,”
Davenport wrote.
This weekend alone, there
are several shows to take in.
On Friday at 8:15 p.m., Pink
Floyd’s classic album “The Dark
Side of the Moon” will take over
the planetarium, accompanied
by psychedelic laser visualizations.
On Saturday at 1 p.m., there
will be a laser show featuring
some of Metallica’s greatest
hits, like “One,” “Enter Sandman” and “Master of Puppets.”
At 7 p.m. later that day, “Laser
Beatles” will thrill all fans of the
“Fab Five.”
Also on Saturday is a presentation called “Laser Star Stories.”
The show is an educational tour
through the constellations in the
night sky, where “lasers draw
out their stories while a wise old
owl narrates,” according to the
planetarium’s website.
When the planetarium isn’t

presenting laser rock shows, its
regular programming consists
of educational and entertaining
looks at the night sky, the constellations and the myths behind
them. The laser shows are fun,
but the planetarium’s main mission is to educate.
“It would be great to have
people come to both types of
programming when they realize it is all here for them to enjoy,” Davenport wrote. “On the
other hand, we [want] to use this
unique venue in as many ways
as possible to serve the needs of
the campus academically and
culturally.”
Aside from the laser shows,
the planetarium is trying something new.
“Video Dark Side” is a presentation of “The Dark Side of
the Moon” in a new way. Instead
of lasers, this show uses video
projected onto the planetarium’s
domed ceiling that features computer-generated animation.
During certain songs, the video is like an iTunes visualizer on
steroids, since it was designed
specifically to match the audio
in pace and mood. During the
album’s second track, “On The
Run,” the visuals move around
in subdued chaos, much like the
song. The patterns are so immersing that at times, it feels as
though the room is spinning.
In other songs, the visuals
are nostalgically cheesy, but
appropriately so. For example,
“Time” features ticking clocks
and “Money” has bouncing
coins and dancing cash registers
syncing up with the noises in the
beginning of the song.
Employees of the planetarium
hope the SkyLase laser shows
will draw visitors for both the
music shows themselves and the
educational programming they
also offer on a more regular basis.
“Our primary mission is to
promote science education and
especially astronomy and space
science knowledge,” Davenport
wrote. “The planetarium can
present excellent models and
programming for other subjects
than astronomy, and it should be
able to enhance campus life on a
recreational level too.”
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CD Review:

Film Review:
‘The Woman in Black’

Of Montreal, ‘Paralytic Stalks’

Radcliffe a pleasant surprise as lawyer in first horror role

Indie rockers blend pop and psychedelia on 11th disc
By Derrick Rossignol
Style Editor

Momentum Pictures

By Rich Flora

For The Maine Campus
While it’s far from innovative
or fresh, “The Woman in Black”
does a sufficient job of entertaining audiences with a great story
and a fair amount of scream-inducing shock along the way.
The film tells the tale of Arthur Kipps, played by Daniel
Radcliffe, a London lawyer
whose career has fallen off since
the death of his wife during
childbirth four years earlier.
His firm gives him one last
chance to prove himself, and
he must travel to the Eel Marsh
House in Crythin Gifford to settle the estate of the late Mrs. Alice Drablow. Kipps is met with
hostility from the residents of
the village, who plead with him
not to travel to the house. However, Kipps is met with warmth
from Sam Daily, played by Ciaran Hinds, who offers help.
Upon arriving at the Eel
Marsh House, Kipps’ beliefs and
rationale are put to the test when
he is met by a series of supernatural occurrences, including distant footsteps, whispers, music
boxes that play on their own and
a mysterious woman in black.
“The Woman in Black”
stands out from the rest of the
genre because it exhibits notable
attributes otherwise unseen in
modern horror, such as an admirable storyline, well-executed
cinematography and a great cast
and atmosphere.
This film offers a storyline
without blood, guts and gore,
which have become popular in
the past few years. While it does
play up illusions, such as seeing
a figure in the mirror, or tactics aimed at startling audience

Durant
from B1

is frequently cited as one of the
league’s top 5 players, if not its
best. Even if he wasn’t confident
in that, he doesn’t seem the type
to compensate for that by bragging about his nice car.
In interviews and press conferences, the only time when
most people hear him speak,
Durant comes off as humble and
thankful, not as somebody with
the hubris of your typical rapper.
Either his public appearances are a very small window into
the person that Durant is, which
is a fair assessment, or Durant
is a rapper how a little kid puts
on a red plastic fireman’s hat
and calls himself a fireman. I’m

members, they are effectively
Watkins did a fantastic job
applied and work well with the directing and making the film
film’s dynamic.
believable. The grim setting
The story, while not entirely brings the story to the next level,
original, separates itself from the creating an eeriness that complepack. The film contains fewer “I ments the subject matter. Period
want to play a game” moments details such as clothing, archiand more of a core conflict and tecture and even the paper on
plot surrounding it. Characters which documents and notes are
do a marvelous job making the composed only make it better.
story come to life.
While the pace of the film
Director James Watkins em- is satisfying, the middle of the
ploys dramatic camera angles, film does seem to get repetitive
and the bleak surroundings and and groggy. However, the film
weather in his favor to bring a is revived as the plot picks up
gothic feel to the film. Through steam.
varying angles, by zooming in
For those tired of conventionor giving aerial perspective, the al happy endings, “The Woman
scenes surround the audience, in Black” concludes in a way
making them
that is best defeel as though
scribed as bitthey are a part
tersweet. The
of the story.
story
comes
Perhaps one
to an end that
of the smarteven the most
This film offers a
est marketing
confused viewmoves in this
er can compresmart storyline
film was ushend and apwithout blood, guts preciate.
ing Radcliffe
as Kipps. Rad- and gore, which have
“The Womcliffe surprises
an in Black”
become too popular is an excellent
even the most
in the past few years film that packs
skeptical horror
junkie and does
a punch and dea
commendlivers the goods
able job in this
in a traditional
role, bringing
format with a
a certain spark
few twists and
to his characturns along the
ter. Whether searching for the way. If you’re looking for a
woman in black through the thriller that will make the hair
morning mist or swimming in on the back of your neck stand
a marsh, he gives the character straight up, “The Woman in
his all, showing he truly is a phe- Black” may be just what you’re
nomenal, diverse actor who will after.
continue to shine in future films.
Supporting actors do a great job
as well, bringing the story to life
Grade: B
and making the film enjoyable
and effective.
going with the latter. He knows
he’s not a rapper, but he’s trying
to stereotypically act the part
anyway.
As his verse goes on, he
picks up his pace and shows
he has flow. All in all, Durant’s
foray into music is less embarrassing than most other attempts
at music by athletes. Still, when
you strip the song of the novelty
he brings to it, it’s a humdrum
affair.
I don’t know how seriously
Durant takes himself as a rapper,
but regardless, he seems to be
enjoying himself. Let’s hope he
doesn’t think too highly of himself, because while his skills are
passable, he’s not exactly spitting hot fire.
Hopefully he’s satisfied with
rap being a fun hobby. That’s
about as far as he should take it.

Queen meets The Flaming
Lips in a bar. They have a few
drinks, hit it off, go back to The
Flaming Lips’ place and nine
months later, Queen is a proud
mother.
The child? Of Montreal.
Since bands don’t have intercourse with each other and
produce other bands, it’s clear
the tale of Of Montreal’s inception has been embellished.
Put the confines of reality and
logic aside, though, and based
on their latest album, “Paralytic
Stalks,” that story just about
makes sense.
In actuality, the Georgia rock
band has been weirding the
world out — in a good way —
since 1996. They’ve undergone
stylistic changes, gained and
lost band members and, on Feb.
7, released their 11th album,
which is quite the ride.
Of Montreal’s style has always been deeply rooted in
catchy verses and choruses,
even as far back as their more
stripped-down early days.
Despite the generally happy
vibe, lyrical themes of emotional emptiness and revenge plague
the album. Much like the lyrics,
the music comes off as bipolar, thematically swaying from
place to place not only between
songs, but also between verses.
As previously stated, this
record is a poppy affair, so
opening track “Gelid Ascent”
is misleading. It feels more like
progressive rock than psychedelic pop, but regardless, it’s
the anthemic injection of adrenaline needed to kick this album
off right.
Although its pace is pedestrian, there is still a swagger
and intensity that can only be
explained as good songwriting.
The chorus is big, but it gets
lost in the mass of the verses.
Normally that could be considered a flaw since there’s no
climax, but they’ve managed to
make the entire song feel like
the apex.
Like any good album cover, the artwork for “Paralytic
Stalks” is a good approximation of the vibe of the record.
It’s bright, colorful and pretty
to look at, but there’s a hell of a
lot going on. There’s also a lot
here that’s unexpected, like the
toothy mouths on the cover and
the sudden changes in mood in
the album.
Lead single “Dour Percentage” is pure, classic pop, residing somewhere between Queen
and Hall & Oates. But under its

Polyvinyl
glossy surface lies a raw core of
emotional loneliness. “We’ve
woken up alone, no song to sing
us off the edge / the speakers
have blown, this planet is an
orphanage / deep abandonment
issues at our core, but if not
each other / there’s f--k all to
really keep hustling for,” Kevin
Barnes sings.
The rest of the record continues much in the same way until
the final four songs, all of which
are 7-plus-minute epics.
“Ye, Renew the Plaintiff”
begins with glitchy beats and
gentle pianos before it gets grittier, the transition announced
by piercing guitar jabs. Psychedelic guitar soloing reigns
supreme for a few minutes until
about the midway point, where
a tribal chant transitions into the
piano- and synth-driven pop that
takes over the second half of the
track. It builds up with swells of
horns, winds and other oddities
until it fizzles out as quickly as
it began.
“Wintered Debts” sounds
like Pink Floyd’s best attempt at
country until they ditch that idea
about 3 minutes in and opt for a
structureless, jazzy breakdown
that sounds like a toddler who
vaguely knows what he’s doing
banging away at a piano.
Things conclude with the 13minute ride that is “Authentic
Pyrrhic Remission.” Imagine
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” only
twice as long and twice as thematically diverse.
The track is most accurately
divided into three distinct sections, the first of which is akin to
a Deerhunter collaboration with
Lady Gaga. There’s no questioning its merits as pop music

in the same way as there’s no
denying its indie pop qualities.
The catchiness and accessibility
is there, but it’s almost masked
by the weirdness and experimentation.
To end the schizophrenic
journey on an optimistic note,
“Authentic Pyrrhic Remission”
is about how much a significant
other improves the speaker’s
life.
“In your hands I’m quite simply a different instrument / And
you’re the only one who ever
put money on me / You think
that I forget so easily,” Barnes
sings.
Much like “Wintered Debts,”
the middle portion is a chaotic
fall into nothingness that still
manages to have a drive behind
it, probably because it is less
of a dissolution and more of a
transition into the final, brief
segment that comes off as a jazz
lounge serenade with only piano
and vocals.
The only problem with this
conclusion is that it is a conclusion — the album already clocks
in at an hour, but clocking on another would seem like nothing
at all since “Paralytic Stalks” is
such an effortless listen.
Of Montreal has somehow
managed to create an album
that has both the sensibilities
of pop and the exploration of
experimental indie music. Hats
off to them, for they’ve made
an album that accomplishes so
much, more than is apparent after a single play through.

Grade: A-

Thursday, February 9, 2012

B4

The Maine Campus • Sports

Baseball preps to defend UMaine’s Sullivan proving
America East crown leadership for women’s hockey
Season highlights include game against BC at Hadlock Field

By Joe Sturzl

I was just trying to survive the
weekend,” Trimper said.
This year’s roster figures to
keep Trimper headache-free, as
his entire starting infield is comprised of returning players. The
outfield, on the other hand, will
provide opportunities for rookies
to make their mark.
“Our outfield is going to be
young,” Trimper said, referring to
freshmen Scott Heath, Sam Balzano and Brian Doran, all of whom
will be vying for playing time at
the start of the season.
UMaine’s first contest, which
pits them against a solid team in

When it came time for the
University of Maine women’s
hockey team to vote for a captain, their choice was clear: senior forward Dawn Sullivan.
In her fourth year with the
team and her second year as
the captain of women’s hockey,
Sullivan has not missed a game
for UMaine neither this year
nor last year, despite a separated shoulder and “ribs that
were popping out” this season.
Her leadership as captain has
helped lead the team to a 158-6 record so far this year. Sul-

By Clark Shepard

For The Maine Campus
When assessing the upcoming
season, University of Maine baseball head coach Steve Trimper had
one major point of emphasis:
“We’re not sneaking up on
anybody this year.”
A fitting assertion by Trimper,
considering the myriad success
the team has enjoyed in the last
few seasons.
Trimper and his team took the
America East Conference crown
last year in a season that saw 33
regular season wins, a
trip to the NCAA Regionals and a win over
Florida
International
University.
Despite the positive
outlook for this year’s
team, the veteran coach
is keeping his goals conservative.
“First and foremost, we’re concerned with being better than yesterday,” Trimper said. “I think in
college baseball, people set such
high goals [that] it’s too easy to
[say], ‘Omaha or Bust,’ or ‘Let’s
win our conference.’”
Although the Black Bears lost
a number of seasoned players to
graduation and the MLB draft last
season, Trimper said he’s more
than confident in his starting nine,
a comfort he has not always enjoyed.
“In my 19 years of coaching,
I think there’s been many times
where I have had teams where

Black Bears
from B6

Whitehead said. “They’ve done
a wonderful job working with our
younger players.”
While a large amount of the
success comes from the leadership of these two seniors, both
say there’s a unity to the team that
makes them successful.
“Every year I’ve been here
we’ve had good teams,” Abbott
said. “This year we have such a
close team — a closer team than
I’ve ever been on here. That’s
why I think we’ve been successful. Everyone’s together.”
Both Abbott and Flynn were
named preliminary nominees
for the Hobey Baker Award. Of
the 77 nominees, Abbott leads
the voting with 18 percent while
Flynn is tied for sixth place with
3 percent.
With their last season winding down, both Abbott and Flynn
have thought about the next step
in their career, but are waiting until the end of the season to fully
address it.
“It’s almost impossible for it
not to cross your mind, but you
put it in the back of your mind and
focus on the task at hand,” Flynn
said. “The better we do this year,
the better opportunity I’ll have after this.”
Abbott was pondering his
post-college options last year but
decided to finish his collegiate career at UMaine.
“I had a little bit of interest
last year, but nothing concrete,”
he said. “I’d really love to sign
a contract at the end of the year
and I’m doing everything I can
to become a professional hockey
player, but I’m trying to put that
aside now with seven games left
and then see what we can do in the
playoffs.”
“They both could have signed
last year,” Whitehead said. “They
weren’t really on the map when
they came to Maine. Now their
prospects are very solid. Both Flynny and Spence have the potential
to be impact players at the NHL
level. I’m very confident in that.”

bonus points awarded to road
wins next season,” Trimper said.
“We could end up in the 75th spot
at the end of the year, but because
of those road wins, we could end
up in 55th.”
Trimper says such a scenario
would help the Black Bears greatly when the NCAA selection committee meets to choose at-large
bids for Regional tournaments.
As far as winning this year’s
first stretch of matchups against
Clemson and Florida State University — two nationally renowned programs — Trimper’s
approach is a simple one.
“Our focus is
“We’re not sneaking up on
to play good, clean
baseball,” he said,
anybody this year.”
“because if you
can throw the ball
Steve Trimper and catch the ball,
Head coach you’re going to be
UMaine baseball in the ballgame.”
New to this
year’s schedule is
Clemson University, also marks a “home-away-from-home” game
the beginning of a 26 consecutive against Boston College that will
road-game streak, a stretch that be played at Portland’s Hadlock
Trimper said he won’t lose sleep Field.
over.
“They’re promoting it like cra“It’s UMaine baseball — we zy,” Trimper said.
According to Trimper, the
know that we have to go on the
road,” he said. “What doesn’t game is an attempt to promote
UMaine baseball in the southern
break you makes you stronger.”
Trimper said UMaine’s rigor- area of the state, as well as an efous away schedule will only help fort to put them on the radar of
them come next season, when the future recruits.
“UMaine is a baseball [comNCAA will reward teams’ Ratings
Percentage Index (RPI) based on munity],” he said. “I know there’s
snow, but people love their baseroad wins.
“There’s going to be major ball here.”
ars at home during the last weekend of October. UMaine needed
overtime to win the series opener
before handling the Friars 3-1 the
next night.
Just two weekends later, the
Black Bears experienced the low
point of the season when the River Hawks swept the Black Bears
in the Alfond for the first time
since 1986.
“It’s been a long time [since
that series],” Whitehead said.
“Hopefully that memory is still in
our players’ minds.”
At the time the sweep seemed
unorthodox, but the River Hawks
proved they weren’t to be taken
lightly this season.
The River Hawks are enjoying
one of their most successful seasons ever, sitting at 18-7 and No.
7 in the country.
The Black Bears have climbed
to No. 12 in the rankings, mainly
due to a 13-2-2 record since the
sweep.
Last weekend, the Black Bears
extended their win streak to six
games, thanks in part to sophomore goalie Dan Sullivan. The
York, Pa. native picked up his
first shutout of the season in the
series finale, but it was a crucial
save late in the 4-3 overtime win
that set the tone for the weekend.
Seconds after Abbott tied the
game in the final moments, the
University of Alabama-Huntsville broke through on a breakaway, only to have Sullivan
stonewall the attempt with 10
seconds remaining.
“It was a tremendous save he
made at the end of the game,”
Whitehead said. “It’s a tough
challenge for a goalie to be in
a game where he’s not getting
many quality shots and then to
make a save in a key moment
of the game. Dan rose to the occasion and made the save. That

would have been very deflating
if he had not. It gave us extra lift
into overtime.”
Both UMaine and UMassLowell are currently tied for third
in the country in offense, with
each team averaging over three
and a half goals per game. If the
game comes down to special
teams, UMaine has an advantage
on the power play, converting
just under 30 percent of their opportunities compared to the River
Hawks’ 20 percent.
A component of that success
has been the development of
a second power-play unit, one
that has helped relieve the pressure on the first unit. Sophomore
forward Mark Anthoine leads the
team with nine power-play goals
and is currently tied for second in
the country.
“It takes a lot of pressure off,”
Flynn said. “We have another
power-play unit that has been
getting a lot of goals, which takes
a lot off our power-play unit.
We don’t feel the need to stay
out there the whole 2 minutes; it
keeps us fresh.”
The Black Bears may be
shorthanded when they travel
throughout New England, as
both junior forwards Joey Diamond and Adam Shemansky are
banged up. Diamond sat out last
weekend with a hip injury, while
Shemansky took a knock to the
head Saturday night against the
Chargers. Ice time for either is
questionable this weekend, yet
Shemansky passed his concussion test on Tuesday.
“[Diamond’s] questionable,”
Whitehead said. “It’s more likely
he’ll play in the Lowell game and
not Providence, unfortunately.”
Friday’s contest at the Friars
is scheduled for 7 p.m., as is the
UMass-Lowell matchup in Lowell, on Saturday.

livan currently has five goals
and 11 assists for 16 points this
season including two gamewinning goals.
“She has a good balance
between tough and sensitive,
she is a hard worker, a scrappy player, and doesn’t make
excuses,” said UMaine head
coach Maria Lewis. “She was
recognized by her teammates
as someone they could look up
to and possesses natural leadership abilities. Sully is the kid
who others want on their line.
She brings the line together.
Her demeanor rubs off on others and it allows others to play
their best.”

Haley Johnston • Photo Editor

Senior forward Dawn Sullivan currently has five goals and 11
assists for the University of Maine women’s hockey team, which
currently sits at 15-8-6 this season.

Basketball
from B6

McLemore had six points
during the run, including a
conventional three-point play
in which he drove the lane
hard before falling away and
hitting a jumper that seemed to
bounce on the rim for an eternity before falling in, cutting
the lead to 45-39.
“They had really good energy,” said Vermont head coach
John Becker. “They were a
tougher team than us for the
first half, maybe the first 15
minutes of the second half.”
After a couple of free throws
by senior guard Raheem Singleton, UMaine was within
four points with 12 minutes to
go. However, they would not
get closer. UMaine fought hard
but missed too many opportunities against a fundamentally
sound Vermont team who had
six players score six or more
points. UMaine had 16 turnovers compared to Vermont’s
11 and shot 10-18 from the
free throw line compared to
Vermont’s 18-23.
Overall, Vermont scored 21
points as a result of UMaine
turnovers.
“Way too many turnovers,”
Woodward said. “[We] had

Haley Johnston • Photo Editor

The University of Maine men’s hockey team will travel to Providence College and the University of Massachusetts-Lowell for an
important Hockey East weekend.

The biochemistry student
has a couple of moments that
stand out to her and her teammates over the course of her
career at UMaine.
“This year, the weekend we
swept [Boston University] was
a pretty big moment,” Sullivan
said.
“Earlier in the year her ribs
were popping out, and she just
played through the injuries and
battled throughout,” Lewis
said. “She has always been
there helping the team out,
whether it be a game-winner,
making a huge back-check or
[stealing the puck].”
Being on the hockey team
has helped Sullivan off the ice
as well.
“It has helped me in learning
time management and getting
work done,” she said. “When I
first got here I immediately had
24 friends, and I’ve made a lot
more along the way.”
As for the NHL, Sullivan’s
favorite player is Pittsburgh
Penguins star Sidney Crosby.
“He’s from Nova Scotia like
me,” Sullivan said. “I admire
his hard work and how much
effort he puts in day in and day
out.”
As for her favorite hockey
team, she takes after her father.
“My favorite team is the
Montreal Canadiens,” Sullivan
said. “My dad watched them
when they won their championships when he was a kid, and
it has just been passed down
through the family.”
On the season, Sullivan
has amassed five goals, 11 assists and 82 shots. As her team
makes their final push toward
the playoffs, it is a sure bet that
Sullivan will be a vital part of
the Black Bears’ run.

some great opportunities at the grabbed eight rebounds and
free-throw line and when you blocked five shots.
are playing against Vermont
UMaine will travel to Bosyou have to capitalize.”
ton University on Thursday
UMaine went down by 12 before returning home to host
but made one last push. After Albany on Saturday.
Edwards tipped in his own
miss, UMaine forced a stop
on the defensive end and
pushed to McLemore, who
pumped fake before hitting
a 3 from the corner.
UMaine applied pressure on the inbounds and
forced a steal as senior
guard Andrew Rogers dove
on a loose ball and called
timeout to give the Black
Bears one final chance with
just over 3 minutes to play,
trailing 61-55. Vermont
regained their footing and
forced two turnovers on
the subsequent possessions
after the timeout, sparking
an 8-0 run and taking control for good.
Matt Glass led the Catamounts with 17 points,
while
Brian
Voelkel
chipped in with nine points,
nine rebounds and seven
assists. UMaine was led
by McLemore’s gameHaley Johnston • Photo Editor
high 20 points, while Senior guard Andrew Rogers and the
Edwards added 15 University of Maine men’s basketpoints, nine rebounds ball team failed to make a comeback
and five assists, and Al- against the University of Vermont on
lison scored 10 points, Monday.

University of Maine Sports Briefs

M

Black Bears prepare for important Hockey East weekend
The Black Bears leave the
friendly confines of Alfond Arena
for a crucial weekend of Hockey
East play, as they look to pick up
the season sweep against Providence College while avoiding the
same fate from the University of
Massachusetts-Lowell.
“These will be tough games,”
Whitehead said. “Both these
teams are good at home. Providence dropped two games last
weekend so they’ll be chomping
at the bit and Lowell is playing
their best hockey of the season.”
The Black Bears swept the Fri-

Staff Reporter

women’s
basketball
falls to Boston University
After battling back from
a 15-point first half deficit,
the University of Maine
women’s basketball team
still couldn’t pick up the
win against Boston University, falling 73-50.
The Terriers outscored
UMaine 43-23 in the second half to pull away, improving to 18-6 and 11-0 in
America East. The Black
Bears fall to 6-18 and 3-8
in conference.
Senior forward Samantha Baranowski led the
Black Bears with 11 points
and nine rebounds, while
freshman forward Danielle Walczak chipped in 11
points and four boards.

UMaine’s Fraser, Edwards garner weekly
Awards
The University of Maine
men’s basketball team had
two members honored by
the America East Conference this past week, with
sophomore Alasdair Fraser
was named Player of the
Week and freshman guard
Justin Edwards was named
Rookie of the Week.
Fraser netted his leagueleading
sixth
doubledouble with 21 points and
12 rebounds in UMaine’s
77-76 win against University of Maryland-Baltimore
County.
For Edwards, it was his
seventh Rookie of the Week
award after he scored 16
points, added seven boards,
six assists and three steals
against UMBC.
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Condensed season UMaine announces football
causes subpar play, recruits for upcoming season
injuries in NBA
By Joe Sturzl
Staff Reporter

Column
Last week, 11-time All-Star
and current TNT studio analyst
Charles Barkley issued an unofficial apology to all NBA fans for the
“lackluster”
quality of
this year’s
condensed,
66-game
season.
In
an
interview
with ESPN
radio
in
By Liam Nee
Chicago on
Feb. 2, Barkley said:
“I cannot believe how bad the
NBA is right now. I’m a fan first
and foremost, [and] watching the
NBA right now, […] I’m embarrassed about the product we’re
putting out there right now.”
Even if Barkley is being a little
dramatic (he can be at times), he
might be on to something.
League-wide averages have
dropped considerably when compared to recent years — most notably shooting percentage, which
is at its lowest since the 2003-04
season. Free throw percentage
hasn’t been this bad in six years,
and three-point shooting percentage is at its lowest since the NBA’s
previous lockout in 1998-99.
But statistics haven’t been the
only problem.
Injuries have rocked the league
as well — and the issue can
largely be attributed to the lack
of practice, rushed training camp
and greediness of the decision to
play too many games in too short
a time period.
On Monday night, the league
saw four star players fall victim
to troublesome injuries: Knicks’
five-time All-Star Carmelo Anthony suffered a groin injury, last
year’s league MVP and Bulls

Softball
from B6

Crossword
Solution

ketball head coach Richard Barron, was the interim coach after
Smith’s resignation.
Coutts said the squad still remained organized throughout
their offseason.
“Our seniors pretty much organized practices and encouraged
everyone to make sure they got
their lifts in,” Coutts said. “That
is definitely a testament to our seniors. They continued to lift five
days each week through all of
this. The girls were just anxious
to get back into it and get a coach
in there.”
Despite last year’s overall record of 18-31, Coutts displayed
no concern for this year’s softball
season.
“The girls know that their potential is greater than what their
record was last year,” she said.
“We don’t look back too much.
We’re looking to build on what
we can do this year.”
The America East Preseason
Poll picked the University of
Maine to rank six out of seven
teams. However, Coutts’ recent
step into head coach left little
time to get to know her team.
“I have not seen them play in
a real game with their uniforms
on yet,” she said.
Coutts believes the weekend
tournament in Tampa should give
her an opportunity to learn more
about the Black Bears.
“My job this weekend will be
to evaluate what we do in a game

guard Derrick Rose was having back spasms, Nuggets’ forward Danilo Gallinari sprained
his ankle and Clippers’ five-time
All-Star Chauncey Billups is out
for the season with a torn Achilles
tendon.
Miraculously, standing strong
at a time players are dropping left
and right is Mavericks’ 2011 NBA
Finals MVP Dirk Nowitzki, but
only after a four-game hiatus to
rejuvenate an injured right knee.
Personally, I agree with Barkley. This season hasn’t quite done
it for fans, even with the season’s
highly anticipated Chris Paul/
Blake Griffin combo in Los Angeles. The league now stands with
roughly five “super teams” including the Heat, Clippers, Knicks and
the slowly diminishing superiority
of the Celtics and Lakers. This results in a somewhat unfair league,
adding insult to injury in an already deficient season.
The worst thing for a league
to do when coming out of a lockout is to show it affected them.
In reality, it surely does, but for
a business that plays a large role
in the entertainment industry, it is
imperative for the entire league to
play at a certain level and show no
signs of losing a step because of
its current situation.
The 2011-12 NBA season was
rushed, and we have all been made
aware of the repercussions. A
sense of urgency at the beginning
of the season has now evolved
into an evil infection.
For a while, I thought I was too
busy to pay attention to my fantasy basketball team this season. I
found myself forgetting to set my
lineup and disregarding league
news. Having an untalented team
wasn’t the case — on my roster
is Chris Paul, the league’s “best”
statistical player.
I have a strange feeling I’m
not the only one who has been run
down by this condensed season.
situation,” she said. “Once you
go up against other teams, the
competition is a little bit different. Levels are different. I want to
see how they do in that picture.”
Coutts added two new members to her coaching staff this
year, including Barron, who
formerly coached for Princeton
University’s softball team.
Kevin Welch, hired as assistant coach lin January, has formerly coached at three other colleges and is entering into his 17th
year of coaching.
“It’s all about softball,” Coutts
said about her team and staff.
“It’s that universal language that
we want to go out, we want to
work hard, we want to play. We
want to win.”
And Barron will also be sticking around on a volunteer basis.
According to a January release,
she’ll work with pitchers.
“She’s great,” Coutts said.
“The girls really like her. We
have the same temperament and
the same philosophy. She’s done
a great job with being here when
she can.”
Regular conference play for
women’s softball begins in April.
Before then, the softball team
plans to compete in at least 10
more tournaments along with
non-conference match-ups.
“We always have to prepare
for the season,” Coutts said.
“When you play the different
types of competitions and levels,
our goal is to go out and win, but
it’s really to prepare for conference because that’s what it’s all
about.”

When spring practice opens
up later this year, 13 new faces
will be part of the mix for the
University of Maine football
team, including two from instate. Tight end Max Andrews
out of John Bapst High School
and defensive end Joshua Ignalls out of Wells High School
will be joining the Black
Bears, and with some hard
work and practice, head coach
Jack Cosgrove sees bright futures for both.
“Both are big skill kids,”
Cosgrove said. “Max has big
skills, we can see him playing
tight end or [half-back], he has
great ball skills, he fits into
our framework. He reminds
me of Matt Mulligan and Justin Perillo. He is a big, athletic
kid, and we’re going to have
him hit the weight room to get
bigger, faster, and stronger.
Matt was a hard-nosed and
dedicated kid and hopefully
Max will look at him for inspiration.”
“Josh was difficult for the
defense to block at the high
school level because of his
size. He was a basketball
player too as well. He will be
a pass-rush kind of kid; he has
the explosiveness and mentality for it. We’ll have to get
him to the weight room to get
him stronger as well.”
The other players who will

be suiting up for UMaine
next season include Davonte
Burke, defensive back from
Fork Union Military Acadamy in Galesville, MD; Daniel Collins, quarterback from
Williamstown High School in
Williamstown, N.J.; Sean Decloux, kicker/punter from Red
Lion Christian Academy in
Ottawa, Ontario; Alban Dedvukaj, defensive end/defensive tackle from Santa Barbara City College in Brookfield,

fensive tackle from St. Francis Prep/Marist College in Corona, N.Y.
When recruiting players,
Cosgrove and his coaching
staff take good care to get the
complete package in a player, including a good football
player, good student and good
person.
“We’re football coaches,
so we recruit football players,” Cosgrove said. “We get
introduced to these players

“Position needs are recruited a couple of
years out so we can have a player ready
to take a graduating players place.”
Jack Cosgrove
Head coach
UMaine football
CT; Nigel Jones, running
back from Holy Spirit High
School in Pleasantville, N.J.;
Sacoy Malone, running back
from Springfield Central in
Springfield, MA; Christophe
Mulumba, linebacker from
Kent School in Montreal,
Quebec; Sean Reuss, tight end
from Monticello High School
in Monticello, N.Y.; Patrick
Ricard, defensive end from
David Prouty High School in
Spencer, MA; Calvert Schaefer, offensive lineman from
Winters Mill in Westminster,
MD; and David Toriola, de-

first on video. Then we go and
meet them. They have to be
good students as well. They
have to demonstrate the ability to be good on the field and
be a good student. Being a
student-athlete is almost joblike, and if they can’t balance
the football with their studies
it disrupts the whole integrity
of the recruiting system, so we
have to make sure we’re getting the athlete, the student,
and the person.”
Though many of the new
recruits have great talent,
Cosgrove wants to make sure

they are prepared before they
get onto the field.
“Older players, junior-college transfers [and] players
with experience would be
the ones I would expect to be
ready to play quicker,” Cosgrove said. “I’d prefer the
first year players to redshirt
if they can so they can play a
fifth year and use the redshirt
to develop and get prepared.
It has happened, a first year
player making an immediate
impact though.”
Cosgrove also makes sure
they get the players at positions that the team is in need
for.
“Personnel needs are assessed, and position needs are
recruited a couple of years out
so we can have a player ready
to take a graduating players
place,” Cosgrove said. “You
never want to have it so that
the recruiting class has to
play for you. Size, speed and
strength are bound to a lot of
necessary attributes we look
for. We look at every opportunity to better the team, it
doesn’t matter where they are
from if they are good enough.
We’ll go anywhere to get anyone.”
With a class of ’13, UMaine
will be looking at the tall order of matching the success
from last year, but with hard
work and stepping into graduated players shoes, they have
an opportunity to do so.
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Sullivan shines for
Women’s hockey
Black Bears senior captain
excels with leadership
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Celtics (Tues.) 94 84 Bobcats
Devils (Tues.) 1 0 Rangers
Canadiens (Tues.) 3 2 Penguins

Bruins (Wed.) 0 6 Sabres
Cavaliers (Wed.) 99 92 Clippers
Magic (Wed.) 102 89 Heat

“I could probably write a book on their growth over four years.”

UMaine men’s hockey head coach Tim Whitehead
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Condensed schedule
costing NBA
Injuries, subpar play affecting
2011-12 season
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‘Dynamic duo’ dominates senior season
Mostly overlooked out of junior hockey leagues, UMaine’s
Abbott and Flynn have become 2 of country’s top forwards

Haley Johnston • Photo Editor

Senior center Brian Flynn has
helped lead the University
of Maine men’s hockey team
to the No. 12 ranking in the
country.

Haley
Johnston •
Photo Editor

Senior forward Spencer
Abbott leads
the country
in points with
47 and is the
leading nominee for the
Hobey Baker
Award.

New softball coach
ready for challenge
in 2012 campaign
a good mixture of competition,
so this gives us a good idea as
to where we are and where we
While the softball field at would like to be. It’s a good
the University of Maine is still benchmark.”
Coutts lived just outside of Otcovered with ice, the sun shines
down on the field at the Universi- tawa, Ontario growing up. In high
ty of Southern Florida, where the school she moved to Maryland to
UMaine women’s softball team is live with her uncle, the coach of
the Washington Capitals.
off to this weekend.
Coutts had the opportunity to
As the Black Bears embark on
a new season, they are led by a attend college in Maryland, but
new head coach, former UMaine UMaine recruited her for softball. Her softball contributions in
softball player Lynn Coutts.
“Anytime you are a part of Maine haven’t depleted since.
Coutts became head coach for
the Black Bear team, there’s a
the Orono High
lot of pride in beSchool
softball
ing here,” Coutts
team prior to her
said. “It was alcollege graduaways one of those
things that I would
“Anytime you are tion in 1987. From
1990 to 1994,
love to come back
a part of the Black Coutts joined the
and coach. The
opportunity came Bears team, there’s Black Bears again
as an assistant
up, I was in the
a lot of pride in
coach, working
state of Maine,
being here.”
closely with the
and it worked out.
pitching crew.
I’m really happy
Throughout
to be back here.
Lynn Coutts
those
four years,
It’s a great place
Head coach
the
softball
team
to be.”
UMaine softball
improved dramatiThe Florida
cally, starting with
road trip starts
a .300 winning
the Black Bears’
percentage, ending
season with five
at .650. The Black
games throughout
the weekend. The host team will Bears also became the North Atplay in the tournament along with lantic Conference Champions
Illinois State University, Florida during Coutts’ last year.
She was hired as the UMaine
Gulf Coast University, Long Island University and last year’s women’s softball coach on Nov.
runner-up for the College World 14, 2011.
Deb Smith, the former head
Series, the University of Florida.
UMaine will play each team coach for UMaine, resigned from
her position after three seasons
once.
“They are very anxious,” with the team. Maureen Barron,
Coutts said of her team. “I think wife of UMaine women’s baswhen you practice for so long,
you just want to go play. There’s
See Softball on B5

By Emily Hodgdon
For The Maine Campus

By Jesse Scardina
Sports Editor

Four years ago, University of
Maine men’s hockey head coach
Tim Whitehead recruited two
scrawny freshmen just looking for
that chance to reach another level.
In their final season for the
Black Bears, senior forwards
Spencer Abbott and Brian Flynn
have made Whitehead look really
good.
“I could probably write a book
on their growth over four years,”
Whitehead said. “It’s remarkable when you look at it. They
improved the areas of their game
that they needed to improve to become elite players. They are two
of the very best players in college
hockey. They’ve been the dynamic duo for four years.”
Abbott and Flynn are the only
teammates in the country in the
top five in points, with Abbott’s
47 leading the country and Flynn’s 39 tying for fifth.
“I never really thought anything like that would happen,”
Abbott said of leading the nation
in points. “I’ve played with a lot
of great players and the coaching staff does a really good job of
bringing a young player up here

and growing them.”
Flynn agreed, citing the early
ice time he received as the reason for his development while at
UMaine.
“I can remember freshman
year we were talking about just
wanting to get into the lineup and
play as much as possible,” he said.
“I think we were both fortunate to
come here in a year where we had
only four seniors and four juniors
so we were able to play right off
the bat. I think that’s helped a ton
with our development.”
Whitehead believes it’s that
opportunity to play as freshmen
that swayed them to join the Black
Bears.
“When you look back to four
years ago, I’m sure one of the
most appealing parts about coming to UMaine was we had a lot
of turnover at the forward position
and these guys were going to get
the opportunity to prove themselves,” he said.
While both Flynn and Abbott
played in successful junior league
teams, neither was a highly touted
recruit. Flynn, a Massachusetts native, was overlooked by both Boston University and Boston College, while Abbott only received
looks by mediocre programs such

as Niagara University and Northeastern University.
“Spencer and Brian in particular came in quite untouted,”
Whitehead said. “They had other
interests, but we showed the most
interest and believed in them the
most.
“Spencer’s always had elite
hockey sense and great poise with
the puck and we felt he had elite
skill,” he said. “He was not real
strong defensively and wasn’t
making the impact he could. Conditioning wise, he wasn’t in great
shape. He would show flashes of
brilliance and we thought there
was a real diamond in the rough
there.
“Brian’s always been a fierce
competitor and relentless worker,”
Whitehead added. “In a different
way, we thought Brian had tons of
potential to be an excellent player
but for different reasons. He also
had skill and great hockey sense
but his greatest attribute back then
was his competitiveness and his
drive. We felt he was the type of
player to get better and better.”
Since their freshman year, both
Flynn and Abbott have each accumulated over 100 points. This
season, they have both already
eclipsed their last season totals.

Both accredit their improvements
to adding strength and gaining
confidence.
“My defensive play and my
strength have risen,” Abbott said.
“When I was a freshman, I never
hit the weight room as much as
I have here. Every summer I’ve
really gotten after it and put on
weight. It’s harder for guys to
knock me off the puck when I
have it.”
“We were both able to play
power play as freshman,” Flynn
said. “Getting in there as freshmen while most would get that
ice time sophomore year helped
a ton. It gave me confidence and
when you have confidence like
that, you can get better and put a
little more work into it.”
This season both Abbott and
Flynn were thrust into leadership
roles, with Flynn being named
offensive captain and Abbott assistant captain, something that
Whitehead thinks they’ve dealt
with well, in addition to on-ice
improvements.
“This last year in particular
has been great. They’ve been
able to slam-dunk this level, athletically and as leaders as well,”
See Black Bears on B4

Men’s basketball slows down
stretch in loss to Vermont
By Charlie Merritt

For The Maine Campus
The University of Maine men’s basketball team hosted the University of Vermont on Monday without their third-leading scorer and starting sophomore center,
Alasdair Fraser, due to an ankle sprain.
The Black Bears held tough, but the
loss of their post presence was too much
to overcome as Vermont scored 32 points
in the paint en route to a 73-63 victory.
The Black Bears fall to 11-11 and 5-6 in
America East, while the Catamounts improve to 16-10 and 10-2 in conference.
Despite being down by 16 points at one
point, UMaine continuously clawed their
way back into the game but couldn’t get
over the top.
“That was a good fight-back, but it’s
February and we’re not looking for a fight
— we’re looking for a win,” said senior
guard Gerald McLemore, who earned
America East Player of the Game, scoring
20 points shooting 5-9 from the 3-point
line.
Vermont lead 13-7 early, but McLemore
cut the lead to 13-10 after hitting his second 3 of the game early after curling off a
screen from the low block.

UMaine continued to hang around Vermont as senior forward Travon Wilcher
came off the bench and immediately got
his uniform dirty diving for a loose ball
and forcing a tie-up, providing important
minutes in Fraser’s absence.
Despite McLemore’s hot shooting early and the competitiveness of the Black
Bears, Vermont continued to execute and
take advantage of turnovers, pushing the
lead to 34-19 with 4 and a half minutes left
in the first half.
“We wanted to start the game playing
better defensively,” said UMaine head
coach Ted Woodward. “We had trouble
kind of finding our rhythm on defense, no
matter what it was, man or zone.”
UMaine trailed 37-25 at halftime, and
Vermont went on a quick 6-2 run, but the
Black Bears answered with a 14-2 stretch
that put them right back into the game, including four points each from junior forward Mike Allison and freshman guard
Justin Edwards. The highlight of the run
Haley Johnston • Photo Editor
came as Edwards drove the baseline,
drawing a second defender as he wrapped The University of Maine men’s basketball
the ball around and found Allison for an team travels to Boston University today to
turn things around in America East play
easy lay-in.
See Basketball on B4

before hosting the University of Albany this
Saturday.

